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The building shown hereon is one of the most dearly 
beloved spots in Berlin, Germany. It is the hea¢ mar- 
ters of the Bible Meditation League’s vast “relief” and 
“evangelism” work for that nation. 

To this center come multitudes of refugees who have 
fled from the godlessness of communism to the haven 
of peace in the free West. From 300 to 700 refugee 
Jews escape from the thralldom of communism daily 
(27,000 during September), unable to bring with them 
even the necessities of a change of clothing, food or 
other comforts of life. 

At the League headquarters these refugees are 
warmly welcomed, and are outfitted with clothing 
from the tons which are sent by the World Relief Com- 
mission and other agencies, in most cases the dis- 
earded clothing being burned because of the peril of 
disease germs. Food for these refugees is supplied at 
League headquarters by CARE. 

But of the utmost importance is the ministry to the 
spiritual needs. In this service the League’s Berlin 
Representative, Mrs. Phoebe Elliott, is ably assisted 
by consecrated German Christian workers. Vast num- 
bers of refugees have surrendered their lives to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Typical of the hundreds of letters received from 
refugees who have found a welcome of love is this 
from a young woman: 

“Today Ill write you some lines for gratitude. I’m 
27 years of age. I have lost my parents in the great 
world war, so I was quite lonely. More than three 
years ago I was arrested by the police in the eastern 


zone of Germany, and was in jail for three years. ° 


When I was discharged I had nothing to eat or to 
clothe. Then the Holy Father in Heaven directed me 
the way to Mrs. Elliott. Here I got much help. I 
know that all your help is coming by God. I beg you 


like me to pray every day for the people who live 
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“ROOM IN THE INN” 
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e . 
this Christmas! 
among the communist regime. It is a terrible regime! 
With many thanks and heartily Christian regards, 
yours, Gerda M.” 

Two precious Jewish travelers came to Bethlehem 
in the first century, but Joseph and Mary found no 
room in the inn. Yet it was to that little town of 
Bethlehem that the star pointed as the place where 
Divine Love should be born. 

Today, more than nineteen hundred years later we 
find many Jewish travelers fleeing to Berlin, but, 
thank God, He laid it on the hearts of the leaders of 
the 35 years old Bible Meditation League to establish 
a place where the refugees would be welcomed on 
their way to safety from the communist oppressors. 

On the Birthday of the Lord Jesus the wise men 
brought their gifts of gold and frankincense and 
myrrh to the manger-crib of the new born child. 
Could there be a finer commemorative Christmas gift 
this year than a contribution toward the tens of thou- 
sands of dollars needed to maintain the center for 
refugee relief in Germany’s city of Berlin? Why not 
make the very first Christmas gift this year one to 


thus honor our Christ? 


(Cut or tear off and mail) 


The Bible Meditation League, Inc., 
Box 477, Columbus 16, Ohio. 

I would honor the birthday of Christ with this gift 
of love, seeking to aid other Jewish parents who will 
not then be so unfortunate as Joseph and Mary in not 
finding a welcome into the land of freedom. My con- 
tribution in the amount of $........................ is enclosed 
herewith. 


(To all contributors will be sent the League’s unique 
history of the town of Bethlehem.) 


December 6, 1958 
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A Song for Christmas 
By Lucy Powel 


“I am come that they a have life . 
(John 10:10) 
E CAME so long ago... 
As a tiny Babe of lowly birth, 

To bring God’s love to men on earth; 
The Word made fiesh, with man to 

dwell— 
Redeemer! Christ! Immanuel! 


He comes today... 
By His Spirit He dwells within, 
Daily to cleanse our lives from sin. 
As we rest in His love, and quietly 
abide, 
He’ll carry us through whate’er be- 
tide. 


He’ll come again .. . 
As Sovereign, Lord, and King! . 
O’er all the world His peace to bring; 
We then shall look upon His face— 
Redeemed by God’s triumphant grace. 


We come at Christmastide .. . 
Sharing our burdens, love, and praise 
As we travel along our pilgrim ways. 
May our hearts be filled with Christ- 

mas cheer 
And our faith be strong for the com- 


ing year. 


How Cast All Our Care? 


Most Christians are very familiar 
with 1 Peter 5:7: “Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.” It 
gets fixed in their memories because 
they need it so often. But probably 
there are many who do not know exactly 
how to obey it. Perhaps they think 
this is just a good piece of spiritual 
advice, to be carried out only by an 
act of faith in their minds and that 
there is nothing more they can-do about 
it. It pays to examine the context and 
meditate on the verse itself. God has 
given us His wonderful Word, with its 
“exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises,” and also the faculty of reason, 
which is very useful when it js sancti- 
fied and guided by the Holy Spirit. 
Think for a moment of this well-known 
verse. It depends on verse 6, which 
reads, “Humble yourselves. therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time.” That 
humbling may be the first step in un- 
loading our burden of care. More anx- 
ious care than we realize comes from 
pride. When we give up the desire to 
“save face” and to stand upon our own 
rights, some of the burden drops right 
away. Then we may have been con- 
tending with God on some point, and 
when we give up our own wills and 
acquiesce cheerfully in His, more of the 
care falls off. His mighty hand may 
hurt us, and we complain under it; but 


BY 


the recognition that His chastening is 
always for our good, and a thoughtful 
consideration of the present reason for 
it, may lop off more of the load. Then 
we are to realize that our care is as 
nuthing to Him, for He ‘is willing and 
able to bear all the burdens of all His 
people in all the world. He set the 
stars in place and keeps them moving 
smoothly. and regularly. Then Peter 
tells us plainly that He cares for us; so 
we may not only cast our care upon 
Him, but trust Him to do what is best. 
Paul confirms this by one of his tre- 
mendous, unanswerable questions: “He 
that spared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all 
things?” (Rom. 8:32.) We have the 
command of the Lord Jesus not to take 
anxious thought about food and cloth- 
ing or anything else, and the assurance 
that our Heavenly Father knows what 
we need and will supply our needs 
(Matt. 6:30-34). Finally, if all these 
considerations have not reduced our 
load of anxious care to almost nothing, 
let us remember that we are to live one 
day at a time, that our minds are to be 
stayed on God (Isa. 26:3), that His 
grace is sufficient for the moment (2 
Cor. 12:9)—and always will be for all 
the moments to follow. Peter’s admo- 
nition is a very practical one, good for 
the hurly-burly of everyday lifé, and 
one of the “all things” that we can do 
through Christ who strengtheneth us. 


x 


God's Unspeakable Gift 


“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things _ 


that they had heard and seen, as 


it was told unto them” (Luke 2:20). 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


E ARE at this season of the year 
thanking God for His unspeak- 
able Gift. In every Christian 
home, round every family hearth, we 
are rejoicing in the fact that “unto us 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will 
toward men” (Luke 2:14). 

















a child is born, unto us a son is given” 
(Isa. 9:6). Our hearts are full of glad- 
ness for hopes fulfilled in Christ; we 
are thinking of Him who came to give 
men life, and we have been saying one 
to another, “Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing” (Luke 
2:15). What is the message of Christ- 
mas to our hearts? 

Our moments of spiritual experience 
must be translated and tested in the 
ordinary hours of life. The mount of 
transfiguration must be left for the val- 
ley of duty and service. The time of 
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testing for the waiting shepherds was 
when the angels had finished their song 
and returned heavenward. For us all 
the ultimate test of our Christian life 
is not the character and quality of our 
‘actions in moments of deep spiritual 
emotion, but in the succeeding hours 
when they have passed. For, after all, 
such experiences are but transitory and 
preparatory. God does not reveal Him- 
self to men in a continuous ministry of 
miracle. He does not do for men what 
they can do for themselves, otherwise 
they would be robbed of the opportu- 
nity of acquiring moral strength and 
fiber. When our angel-ministers have 
gone, we must turn the message they 
have brought into obedience, and 
translate their ministry to us into serv- 
ice for others. We may light our torches 
at the heavenly flame they bear, but 
we must carry the light with our own 
hands to illumine the daily round and 
common task. For ordinary life is our 
common opportunity of glorifying God. 
We need to recover the glory of the 
commonplace, and to set it in the very 
center of all our thinking; for the com- 
monplace fills for most of us the greater 
part of our existence. True faith is 
not merely something we believe. It 
is rather something to which we relate 
the whole of life as a consequence of 
believing. Faith is not a mere mental 
assent to propositions concerning Christ. 
This is the true test of life: What 
place have we deliberately assigned in 
our lives to the government of Jesus 
Christ? This is the only criterion of 
judgment that is worth consideration: 
Is Christ on the threshold, or on the 
throne? 

Let us get back to Bethlehem. How 
came it that when Christ came from 
Heaven to earth to accomplish the work 
of redemption, no room was found for 
Him except in a manger? The people 
of that day were just too busy to have 
anything to do with that little pilgrim 
party;» they were obviously lacking in 
riches, and could not be _ profitable 
guests. They were simply too busy 


to recognize that here, at least, was a. 


claim upon their human sympathy. And 
so Christ was crowded out. And the 
same is true today. People are too pre- 
occupied. Every chamber of the soul 
is so filled with human interests that 
there is little room for Christ. 

Let us think of some of the common 
causes of this fatal preoccupation that 
characterizes so many lives. First, it is 
true that the world enslaves us. When 
we speak of the world we use the term 
to express that spirit which rules in so 
many men’s minds, and dominates their 
interest. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that those who come under its spell 
cannot have room for Christ in their 
lives. The world has no room for 
Christ. We remember how, of old, 
Christ came to the Temple, the place 
dedicated to the worship and service 
of God; and, making a scourge of small 
cords, He drove out the unlawful things 
from the sanctuary of God, incurring 
the enmity and opposition of those 
whose gains were interfered with. To 
be a follower of Christ is not all peace 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and joy and ecstasy. For Christ comes 
to make us 00d, and pure, and holy; 
and this transformation of life cannot 
be effe wwithout the displacement of 
many the Gh and the readjustment of 
many mdbe * This is why in general 
the ‘haS“mo room for Christ. It 
is beeause the spirit of the world so 
subtly f"toufirely enfolds and holds 
us, that “it%S true of many that they 
have no roem-for Christ in their lives. 

Again it is true to say that there is 
some governing passion that is influenc- 
ing our inner being so that we have no 
desire for the company of Christ. It is 
quite possible to crowd Jesus Christ out 
of the life simply by the place allowed 
to intellectual ambitions. There is some 
dominant passion, it may be for sport, 
for music, for art—things that are per- 
fectly lawful in themselves, but they 
may and do become overlaid with evil, 
and are condemned both by conscience 
and by the Word of God when they are 
allowed to become so dominant as to 
crowd Jesus Christ out of life. 

The one who yields himself to these 
things is perilously apt to come entirely 
under their dominion. Do you remem- 
ber the Psalmist’s speaking of those 
who make idols, and he goes on to Say, 
“They that make them are like unto 
them; so is every one that trusteth in 
them” (Psa. 115:8). That is the evil of 
these things. The tragedy of many a 
life is this, that idols tend to become 
ideals. That is, we come to think that 
there is nothing in life worth living for 
except the idol—except study, or sport, 
or social position, or pleasure, or money- 
getting, except those things that have 
become so utterly desirable to us that 
they have crowded Christ out of our 
lives. A dominant passion for anything 
at all may exclude Jesus Christ from 


our lives, and exclude Him to our eter- 


nal impoverishment. 

There is another aspect of this same 
thing. There is in some lives an un- 
sharable secret: there are hearts that 
are filled with intimate concerns, con- 
cerns of grief, of loss. There are un- 
spoken and even unformulated hopes 
and desires, which are secret to all but 
your own consciousness, yet strong 
enough to exclude Christ from your 
lives. But in thus turning your back 
upon Christ you are depriving your- 
selves of the friendship and oe 
of the One who could interpret yo 
grief, and reveal it to you as part of 
the great love and purpose of God. He 
would have illumined it, as the: sun- 
shine in the morning irradiates the dew- 


(Continued on page 906) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Divine Councils in Eternity 


I have been led to believe from 
various sources that in the councils 
of Heaven, in the eternity before the 
earth was formed, Father, Son, and 
Spirit made plans for the salvation 
of man who would be created and 
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would sin. If this is correct, would 
you please give me Scripture for this 
teaching? If I were asked I could 
not give Scripture—A Florida reader. 


The idea is common among Bible 
teachers and is based on inferences 
drawn from several passages. 

A key passage is Proverbs 8: 22-36, 
which refers to wisdom and begins, 
“The Lord possessed me in the begin- 
ning of his way, before his works of 
old.” Many commentators agree that 
here we have a picture of Christ. He 
is called “the wisdom of God” (1.Cor. 
1:24, 30). One of His five names in the 
well-known prophecy of His birth is 
“Counsellor” (Isa. 9:6). 

That the Trinity worked together at 
creation and before is implied in the 
first chapter of Genesis. The word 
“God” in verse 1 is from the Hebrew, 
Elohim, which is a plural form. It 
comes out clearly in verse 26, “And 
God said, Let us make man in our 
image...” 

Christ is seen working with the 
Father during and before creation in 
such texts as: “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made” 
(John 1:1-3); “. . . the glory which I 
had with thee before the world was” 
(John 17:5); “Who is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: for by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and _ invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: and 
he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist” (Col. 1:15-17). 

Other passages show that salvation 
was planned before the creation of the 
world, and it is reasonable to infer that 
the three Persons of the Trinity took 
counsel together on it. There is a 
mystery here, however, and we must 
not let our imagination run too far. 
Here are texts showing that the sal- 
vation of sinners was conceived of in 
eternity: “According as he hath chosen 
us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love” 
(Eph. 1:4); “Elect according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedi- 
ence .and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, 
be multiplied” (1 Pet. 1:2); “Forasmuch 
as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation re- 
ceived by tradition from your fathers; 
but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without. blemish and with- 
out spot: who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for 
you” (vv. 18-20); “And all that dwell 
upon the earth shall worship him, whose 
names are not written in the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 








Less: 


AC 


O 


given 
name 
What 
used? 
decid 
with 
ticips 
of Hi 
and 

prop 
unto 
given 
upon 
be c 
migh’ 
The 

the C 
the w 
Luke 
comn 
pract 
and ¢ 
wouk 


.* 
DERFU 
His t 
it sta 
Mattl 
plain 
thew 
amon 
Chris 
up th 
was “ 
of th 
derfu 
upon 
was 
ness 
there: 
ever } 

Jes! 
recor: 
The | 
one v 
loved 
(Matt 
datio1 
The § 
those 
(Johr 

The 
His d 
His ¢ 
perna 
witho 
to de 
up H 
it fro 
I hav 
powe’ 
Mark 
as a 
that . 
and I 
the v 
one’s 





58 


ld 
1is 
Id 
er. 


rr MK et TF me 


we eT F 





Lesson for December 21 


The Meaning 


A Christmas meditation 


the anticipated birth of a child 
into a family is the name to be 
Prospective parents try one 
name and another. How does it sound? 
What does it mean? How will it be 
used? In most families the name is 
decided upon before birth (it was so 
with our ten). God the Father, in an- 
ticipation of the birth into humanity 
of His “only begotten Son,” named Him, 


O» of the interesting things about 


given it. 


and recorded His name through His 


prophet Isaiah. The record reads: “For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” That Jesus of 
the Gospels is meant here is shown by 
the words of the Angel Gabriel to Mary. 
Luke 1:32, 33 is the New Testament 
commentary on Isaiah 9:6, 7. Gabriel 
practically quoted these words to Mary, 
and applied the prophecy to Jesus, who 
would fulfill it. 


I. “Hits Name SHALL Be CALLED Won- 
DERFUL.” He was wonderful in His birth. 
His birth was unique and miraculous: 


it stands alone in the universe of God.. 


Matthew and Luke record His birth in 
plain and unmistakable terms. ' Mat- 
thew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-37 are 
among the priceless treasures of the 
Christian. The Apostles’ Creed sums 
up the teaching there, saying that Jesus 
was “conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary.” Jesus was won- 
derful in His birth in that He “took 
upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made [became, Gr.] in the like- 
ness of men” (Phil. 2:7). His was 
therefore the most wonderful birth that 
ever was or that ever will be. 

Jesus was wonderful in His life. The 
record of that life is in the four Gospels. 
The Father in Heaven said twice of the 
one who lived that life: “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matt. 3:17; 17:5). No better commen- 
dation of a life can be said than that. 
The Son, Jesus, in His life did “always 
those things” that pleased the Father 
(John 8: 29). 

The Lord Jesus was wonderful in 
His death. The four Gospels record it. 
His death was both unnatural and stu- 
pernatural: unnatural in that He was 
without sin, and therefore not liable 
to death; supernatural in that He’ gave 
up His life. He said: “No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again” 
Mark and Luke record that Jesus died 
as a man; Matthew and John record 
that Jesus died as the God-Man. Mark 
and Luke record the death of Christ by 
the word ekpneo, to expire, to breathe 
one’s last (Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46). 


(John 10:18). - 
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of Christ's Five Prophetic Names 


A 
ia 


Noe 


. oe, 
How sweet the Name of 9 ¥ sounds 
In a believer’s ear! ' 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 


Dear Name! the rock on which I build, 
My shield and hiding-place; 

My never-failing treasury, filled ‘ 
With boundless stores of grace. 


Jesus, my Shepherd, Guardian, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 
—John Newton 








Matthew records that .in His death the 
Lord, personally “sent away his spirit” 
(Matt. 27:50); John records that Jesus 
in His death actively “gave his spirit” 
into the care of God the Father (John 
19:30). He, of all that have ever lived, 
had power over the spirit in the day of 
death (see Eccles. 8:8). He died “by 
his own will and act.” 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan in his book, 
“The Bible and the Cross,” shows that 
Jesus was wonderful in His death. He 
writes that a Scriptural consideration 
of the death of Jesus “must inevitably 
reveal the fact that the death of Jesus 
was unnatural—that is, something out 
of the regular order . . . In the obedient 
life there is no place for death. ... 
Death is the outcome of sin. . . . He was 
an exception in human history. ... All 
this finally leads to the conclusion that 
the death of Jesus was unnatural.” Re- 
garding the wonder of the death of 
Jesus in its supernaturalness, he writes: 


.“The death of Christ was supernatural 


because Christ was supernatural... . 
There are some wonderful stories of 
dying, but this is unmatched in litera- 
ture, It is the story of the death of 
one who is at once Son of God and 
Son of man. ... That God in man 
should stoop to death creates a new 
wonder, a new amazement” (chaps. 1 
and 2). 

Jesus was woriderful in His resur- 
rection. In that event He “did won- 
drously,” to use the words of Judges 
13:19; where we have the story of One 
who appeared to the wife of Manoah, 
and whose name “is Wonderful” (Judges 
13: 18)—-Jehovah-Jesus. The wonder of 
His resurrection is set forth in the man- 
ner of it: John records that he saw 
“the napkin, that was about his head, 
not lying with the linen clothes, but 
wrapped together in a place by itself” 
(John 20:7). There are a number of 
comments on that statement. Did the 
Lord in His wonderful resurrection arise 
and fold up the graveclothes within 
which He was wrapped or enveloped, 
or did He slip out of them, leaving 
them in their enfoldments? The best 
I have read on it is this: “The Greek 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


word in John 20:7, translated ‘wrapped 
together,’ means ‘rolled’ or ‘wrapped 
up tightly’; that is, John saw those 
graveclothes in their original convolu- 
tions! Our Lord had sloughed them off 
without their being unwrapped. It 
was this that compelled John to be- 
lieve (v. 8).” (The same word for 
“wrapped” is used in Matt. 27:59 and 
Luke 23:53.) Whichever way we look 
at it, Jesus was wonderful in His resur- 
rection. 


Il. “His Name Swart Be CALLepD ... 
CouNSELLOR.” The Hebrew accents re- 
quire that the word “Counsellor” be 
separated from the word “Wonderful.” 
Jesus is indeed the Counsellor of the 
Christian and the Church, and will yet 
be of the world. He is in Himself the 
Word of God ard the Mind of God and 
the Wisdom of God. The 8th chapter 
of Proverbs, which I consider the great- 


est in the Book of Proverbs, is the com- ._ 


mentary on this Name of Jesus. What 
Proverbs 8:8 says of the wisdom of this 
Person is true only of Jesus, the Coun- 
sellor: “All the words of my mouth 
are in righteousness; there is nothing 
froward or perverse in them.” Proverbs 
8:14-16 further sets forth the kind of 
Counsellor Jesus is: “Counsel is mine, 
and sound wisdom: I am understand- 
ing; I have strength. By me kings 
reign, and princes decree justice. By 
me princes rule, and nobles, even all 
the judges of the earth.” In the mil- 
lennial age those words will be fully 
realized, for the Lord will then be the 
Counsellor of nations, as is set forth 
in Isaiah 11:1-5. “And the spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” 
(v. 2). Truly in Him “are all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge hidden” 
(Col. 2:3, A.S.V.) and He is “made unto 
us wisdom from God” (1 Cor. 1:30, 
AS.V.). 


Ill. “His Name Swart Be CALLED... 
Tue Micuty Gop.” By this name we 
know that Jesus of Nazareth is God. 
“It is significant that the word for ‘God’ 
is not Elohim, which may be used in a 
lower sense for those who are repre- 
sentatives of God as in Exodus 7:1; 
22:28, but El, which is never used by 
Isaiah, or any other Old Testament 
writer, in any lower sense than that of 
Absolute Deity” (Ellicott’s Commen- 
tary). Such a name satisfies and re- 
joices the heart of every Spirit-taught 
Christian. 

I shall pass on to our readers seven 
statements in the New Testament that 
set forth the absolute Deity of Jesus, 
the Child born, and the Son given. In 
each verse He is designated “God.” (1). 
“And they shall call his name, Emman- 
uel, which being interpreted is, God 
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with us” (Matt. 1:23). (2). “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God” 
(John 1:1). (3). “And Thomas an- 
swered and said unto him, My Lord 
and my God” (John 20:28). Jesus ac- 
cepted that unequivocally. (4). “... 
Christ Jesus: who, being [originally 
being, Gr.] in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God” 
(Phil. 2:5, 6). (5). “Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” The Greek states it even 
more clearly: “the great God and Sav- 
iour of us, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 
(6). “But unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever” 
(Heb. 1:8). (7). “This [One] is the 
true God, and eternal life” (1 John 
5:20). How dear and precious those 
statements are! Truly He is what His 
Name is: “Mighty God.” 


IV. “His Name SHALL Be CALLED... 
FATHER OF ETERNITY” (Heb.). The mean- 
ing of this name is that He is from 
eternity to eternity; that He is equal 
with God the Father. He said it: “I 
and my Father are one,” that is, one 


in essence, for the word “one” is a 
neuter (hen). He was ever “on an 
equality with God” (Phil. 2:6). But 


“Father of eternity” means also that 
the one whose name it is originates 
and controls what shall be in eternity. 
Eternal ages ‘and eternity may baffle 
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and puzzle us, but never Him. “One of 
the joys of*the contemplation of the 
hereafter” is that God is infinite in 
wisdom g@d power, and my own con- 
sciousnest “€ eternal existence becomes 
bearable 48 I remember that there can 
be no monotony with God, always new 
ages, always new creations, always new 
manifes#@#°™M of One Eternal, Incom- 
prehensible Being whom ‘I call God” 
(Campbell Morgan). 


V. “His Name SHALL Be CALLED... 
Prince oF Peace.” Long before Isaiah 
wrote, Jacob spoke of Jesus as the 
Shiloh, the Peacemaker, to come out 
of Judah (Gen. 49:10); and Solomon 
was born to David to typify Jesus “the 
Peaceful.” He “made peace through 
the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). He 
“came and preached peace” (Eph. 2: 
17); and “he is our peace” (Eph. 2:14). 
He will yet “speak peace unto the na- 
tions” (Zech. 9:10, A.S.V.); and in that 
day there shall be “abundance of peace” 
on earth (Psa. 72:7). Then the words 
of “the heavenly host,” said at His 
birth, shall be fulfilled: “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace” 
(Luke 2:13, 14). 

Such is His Name. Well may we say, 
in the words of Scripture: “And blessed 
be thy glorious name, which is exalted 
above all blessing and praise” (Neh. 
9:5). 


SEATTLE. 


Songs of the Saviour’s Birth 


Something of their writers, and how they came to be written 


HRISTMAS and song are insepar- 

able. When the Saviour came to 
earth there was an outburst of song— 
without music, perhaps, but song none- 
theless—as recorded in the first two 
chapters of Luke’s Gospel—the song of 
Mary, “My soul doth magnify the Lord” 
(Magnificat); the song of Elisabeth, 
“Blessed art thou among women”; the 
song of Zacharias, “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel” (Benedictus); the song 
of Simeon, “Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace” (Nunc Dimit- 
tis). The message of the angels (Gloria 
in Excelsis) may have been sung. Cer- 
tainly such a message must have been 
music to mortal ears and hearts. 

Down through the centuries the 
Church has never ceased to sing of the 
Saviour’s birth—of the angels and the 
shepherds, of the wise men and the 
star, of the village of Bethlehem, of 
the holy night, of the Babe in the man- 
ger, of the birthday of the King, of the 
coming of the Saviour into human 
hearts, and of His coming again to reign. 

The joys of Christmas can be multi- 
plied if we sing its songs with under- 
standing of their meaning and their 
message. And our appreciation of the 


songs of Christmas can be enhanced if 
we know something of their writers 
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and how the songs came to be written. 


“O Come, ALL YE FAITHFUL” 


Vivid imagery, intense emotion, and 
dramatic simplicity all combine to make 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” one of the 
truly great hymns of Christmas. First, 
the poet invites us to the manger where 
we behold, then adore, the Babe who is 
Christ the Lord. The second stanza 
(omitted from many hymnals) declares 
in the words of the ancient Greek 
creeds that the Child is “God of God 

. . begotten, not created.” Choirs of 
angels are now heard in exultant song. 
We greet the Child with worship and 
praise. Words and music mount to a 
glorious climax as we sing, “O come, 
let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.” 

For many years the authorship of 
this universal favorite was unknown. 
Most hymnals give it as “Latin—18th 
Century.” But the mystery appears to 
have been solved ‘when, in 1946, an 
English vicar discovered a small manu- 
script volume of hymns. Data con- 
tained in the book points to John 
Francis Wade as the author. Wade, an 
Englishman by birth, was a music copy- 
ist at Douai, France. There, in 1744, 
he wrote the hymn “Adéste Fideles” in 
Latin. Most of the tune was probably 
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his, for it was known on the Continent 
as an “English air,” but some of the 


phrases are suggestive of Handel’s 
music. 
An edition of Wade’s manuscript 


hymnal, made in 1750, was used in the 
chapel of the Portuguese embassy in 
London. Samuel Webbe, organist at the 
chapel, arranged the hymn in its pres- 
ent form and published it in a book. 
“Adeste Fideles” soon became a great 
favorite in England. Because of its sup- 
posed origin, the music was known as 
the “Portuguese Hymn” and still car- 
ries that name as well as “Adeste 
Fideles.” 

Almost fifty English translations have 
been made from the original Latin text. 
The best, and the one found in most 
hymnals, is by Canon _ Frederick 
Oakeley, who prepared manuscript cop- 
ies for the use of his congregation at 
St. Margaret’s Chapel, London, in 1841. 


“O LitTLe TOWN OF BETHLEHEM” 


On the day before Christmas, 1865, 
Phillips Brooks, rector of the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, rode 
with a few companions from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem. “It is a good looking 
town,” he wrote home, “better than any 
I have seen in Palestine.” 

After seeing the usual sights in the 
village they rode out, just before dark, 
to the traditional Field of the Shep- 
herds. “Somewhere, in those fields we 
rode through, the shepherds must have 
been. As we passed, the shepherds 
were still ‘keeping watch over their 
flock,’ or leading them home to fold,” 
Brooks continued. 

Finally, he attended the Christmas 
service in the Church of the Nativity, 
a service which lasted from ten at night 
until three in the morning. Deeply 
impressed with “the splendid hymns of 
praise to God” and the “wonderful 
night of the Saviour’s birth,” he began 
to think of a Christmas carol. 

Three years later, Brooks approached 
his organist, Lewis H. Redner, and asked 
him to provide music for a “simple 
little carol” that he had written for the 
Christmas Sunday school service. Days 
passed and, when Saturday night came, 
Redner was still without an inspiration 
for a suitable melody. 

“I was aroused from sleep late in the 
night, hearing an angel strain whisper- 
ing in my ear,” Redner said later. “Seiz- 
ing a piece of music paper, I jotted 
down the treble of the tune as we now 
have it, and on Sunday morning, before 
going to church, I filled in the harmony. 
Neither Mr. Brooks nor I thought the 
carol or the music to it would live be- 
yond that Christmas of 1868.” 

Of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” an 
eminent hymnologist has truly said, “It 
is a perfect combination of the Bethle- 
hem background, the Gospel story, the 
spiritual message for children, and po- 
etic beauty of expression.” 


“Joy TO THE WORLD” 


“Joy to the World” is one of the 
“classics” of Christmas, yet it was not 
written as a Christmas song. And the 
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words, “The Lord is come,” do not re- 
fer to the birth of Jesus Christ in Beth- 
lehem but are prophetic—projected into 
the future when Christ shall have set 
up His Kingdom. 

The hymn was written by Isaac Watts 
in 1719, and first published in his 
“Psalms of David Imitated in the Lan- 
guage of the New Testament.” It is a 
beautiful paraphrase of the last five 
verses of the 98th Psalm with sugges- 
tions of Genesis 3:17, 18 and Romans 
5:20, and it exultingly sings of the re- 
demption of creation, the removal of 
the curse, and the universal reign of 
“truth and grace.” For Christians who 
believe that the One who came by way 
of Bethlehem’s manger as Saviour will 
come again as King, “Joy to the World” 
is a Christmas hymn of sublime pros- 
pect. 

The entire hymn abounds with joy— 
not the superficial joy of the “merry” 
Christmas, but the holy joy of the com- 
ing of the Saviour and Lord. 

The tune, “Antioch,” belongs exclu- 
sively to “Joy to the World” and has 
contributed greatly to its universal pop- 
ularity. It was composed by Lowell 
Mason in 1830, supposedly inspired by 
a few measures from Handel’s “Mes- 
siah.” The similarity is very slight and 
some editors suggest that “the tune has 
the earmarks of a Methodist revival 
tune of the later 18th century.” What- 
ever its source “the tune, apparently 
by some magic of its own, contrives to 
enlist the entire voice of a congrega- 
tion.” 


“Att My Heart Tuis Nicut REJOICES” 


Paul Gerhardt’s lilting carol has been 
aptly described as “a glorious garland 
of Christmas thoughts laid as a garland 


on the manger of Bethlehem.” The 
scene‘ dramatized in the verses is 
Christmas night in Beéthlehem—the 


shepherds in the fields, the angel voices 
above singing “Christ is born,” an 
imagined invitation from the Babe in 
the manger, the journey to Bethlehem, 
the act of worship under the light of 
the star. Finally, there is our promise 
to love and serve Christ and to be with 
Him for eternity. 

This gem of Christmas song was writ- 
ten in 1653 by Paul Gerhardt, a famous 
preacher, who unquestionably ranks 
first among German hymn makers. 
Gerhardt’s life was filled with disap- 
pointments, afflictions, and hardships, 
and his hymns were written “under 
circumstances which would have made 
most men cry rather than sing.” He 
Sang, even in the darkest hours, pouring 
out his heart in 123 hymns of fervor 
and beauty. 

“All My Heart This Night Rejoices” 
has long been a favorite among‘ Ger- 
mans and is gaining popularity in 
America. The song came into the Eng- 
lish language in 1858, when Catherine 
Winkworth produced the excellent 
translation that preserves even the lilt 
of the German original. Even without 
the music the reading of the words, 
whether German or English, makes the 
heart sing. 
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“SILENT NicHT! Hoty Nicut!” 


At Christmas time in 1948, the first 
postage stamp in honor of a hymn ap- 
peared. It was issued by Austria to 
commemorate the 130th ann*’rsary of 
of the writing of the beloved “Silent 
Night! Holy Night!” Beneath the 
German words “Stille Nacht! Heilige 
Nacht!” are the portraits c7""" hymn’s 
composer and author, Franz Gruber 
and Joseph Mohr. 

The stamp takes us back to the day 
before Christmas, 1818, in the snow- 
covered village of Oberndorf, in the 
Austrian Tyrol. An emergency had 
arisen; the organ of the church of St. 
Nicholas was out of order and could 
not be used for the Christmas Eve 
service. The Rev. Joseph Mohr, as- 
sistant parish priest, had an idea: he 
would write a new hymn for the oc- 
casion and ask Franz Gruber, church 
organist and village schoolmaster, to 
compose the music. 

“The song sang its own tune,” and 
Gruber soon completed his part of the 
task. The setting he made was for two 
voices with guitar accompaniment. 

At the Christmas Eve service there 
was a surprise, a lovely new Christmas 
hymn, “Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!” 
Pastor Mohr sang the lead while Gruber 
sang bass and played his instrument. 
It is said that the old guitar with its 
green shoulder strap is still in the 
possession of the’Gruber family. 

Had it not been for the silent organ, 
the song might never have been writ- 
ten, and but for the organ it might 
never have reached the outside world. 
When the organ-builder from the Zil- 
lertal came to repair the ailing instru- 
ment he heard of the new song. Per- 
haps he even asked Pastor Mohr and 
Gruber to sing it for him. He liked it 
and secured a copy, calling it simply 
“Tyrolean Folk Song.” 

The carol was picked up by the 
Strasser family, glove makers who each 
year visited the Leipzig Fair to sell their 
gloves and to sing the folk songs of the 
Tyrol. At the fair in 1831, they sang 
“Stille Nacht” for the first time. A 
year later, they sang it at a great con- 
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Soon the song 
and thence 


cert in the same city. 
was carried to Berlin 
throughout Germany. 
The historic St. Nicholas church in 
Oberndorf was washed away by a flood 
in 1899, but has been replaced by a six- 
sided chapel. Just inside the entry is 
a memorial bas-relief. In a fanciful scene, 
Mohr and Gruber look out of a window of 
heaven, Mohr, with his hand to his ‘ear, 
entranced as he listens to children on _ 
earth singing his song; Gruber, standing 
behind, listens as he plays his guitar. 


“HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING” 


Charles Wesley’s “Hark, the Herald 
Angels Sing” is regarded as one of his 
three finest hymns, ranking with “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul” and “Love Divine, 
All Loves Excelling.” It was written 
in 1739, only a year or'so after his 
transforming experience and during 
that early period when so many of his 
enduring hymns were produced. 

Wesley had no problem with the an- 
gels’ “singing,” for he wrote: 


Hark, how all the welkin rings 
“Glory to the King of kings.” 
The seventh and eighth lines origi- 
nally read: 


Universal nature say, ‘ 
“Christ the Lord is born today.” 


a close parallel to “Christ the Lord Is 
Risen Today.” It is probable these 
Christmas and Easter hymns were writ- 
ten as companion pieces. At one time 
they were actually sung to the same 
tune (Worgan), including the “Alle- 
luias.” 

Wesley wrote a vast number of his 
6,500 hymns to reinforce his sermons, 
so that the hearers might sing the 
message they had heard preached. Thus, 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” is liter- 
ally packed with Christian doctrine— 
the Lord’s coming from Heaven (Phil. 
2:5-8), the Incarnation, the Virgin 
Birth, the bruising of the serpent’s 
head, the redemption of fallen man, 
the new birth, the “Second Adam” re- 
placing the first Adam, the new life 
lived in union with Christ—all this and 
more in a Christmas song! 

As in the case of most of the Christ- 
mas hymns, an appealing, singable tune 








What Are WE Offering? 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 


child with Mary his mother, and fe 
and when they had opened their treasures, they p 
gold, and frankincense, 


him ~-gifts; 


ll down, and worshipped him: 
resented unto 


and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11). 


HE gold and frankincense and myrrh they brought 
Could have no meaning for the Holy Child, 
Who looked into His mother’s face and thought 
All kindness to enfold Him when she smiled. 
She gave Him shelter, sustenance, and rest, 
Though she herself was one He came to save: 


For He was God. 


I think He liked the best, 


Of all His gifts, the ones that Mary gave. 


And we today, what are WE offering? 
He owns the cattle on a thousand hills. 
Such costly treasures as our hands might bring 
Are less important than the love that fills 
One yielded heart. Oh, let us give Him place 
And share, with those for whom He died, His grace. 
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has been largely responsible for making 
the song a favorite. But it was nearly 
120 years before “Hark, the Herald An- 
gels Sing” had a fixed tune. Then, in 
1856, Dr. Cummings, a church organist, 
discovered a chorus in Mendelssohn’s 
“Festgesang” which he adopted and 
adapted for the hymn. The universal 
acceptance of the tune would have sur- 
prised Mendelssohn who had written, 
“I am sure that piece will be liked 
very much by singers and hearers, but 
it will never do to sacred words.” 
Los ANGELES. 
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A Christmas Tree for Christ 


By Lewis W. Gibson 


66 YOUR family and friends ex- 

changed gifts between themselves 
on your birthday and left you out, how 
would you feel?” I asked in a sermon 
shortly before Christmas. The congre- 
gation was challenged, therefore, to give 
a special birthday gift to Jesus Christ 
at Christmas. 

Our denomination emphasizes a spe- 
cial offering for foreign missions dur- 
ing the first week in December. How- 
ever, only the Woman’s Missionary 
Union members had been giving to it. 
It was agreed now that the whole con- 
gregation would be invited to partici- 
pate. The Woman’s Missionary Union 
would sponsor the offering. The time 
was set for the Sunday evening before 
Christmas instead of the usual time. 


A three-foot tree, sprayed with alu- 
minum paint, was placed on the Com- 
Red offering envelopes 


munion table. 


were supplied, and ornament hooks 
with which to hang them. 

The sermon was on missions. Then 
an invitation was extended for each 
one to come forward, bringing his gift, 
and dedicating himself to Christ. 
Nearly three times as much was given 


fellowship”; 
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for foreign missions in that service as 
had ever been given in an offering in 
our church before. 

There ‘was undoubtedly some con- 
nection between that service and the 
volunteering, within six months, of 
three young people for missionary serv- 
ice. Our church had never had a mis- 
sionary yglynteer before. 

Why not try a Christmas tree for 
Christ in your church? 


La France, S. C. 
x 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska in 1959 


HE twentieth annual summer Chris- 

tian Fellowship Tour, in which the 
Sunday School Times will co-operate 
with the Northern Pacific Railway, is 
scheduled to start from Chicago on July 
1, returning thereto July 26. 

The advantages of these tours are 
numerous, as travelers of previous tours 
are always ready to agree. Some have 
said: “My greatest pleasure was the 
“Faultless management”; 
“Congeniality, good understanding, sym- 
pathetic handling of all details”; “We 
appreciated relief from all anxiety 
about transportation, luggage, and ac- 
commodations”; “How glad I was that 
I did not need to be concerned about 
tipping!” 
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In addition to these benefits, scores 
of comments could be added concern- 
ing the enjoyment of the magnificent 
scenery in the United States and Can- 
ada, and during the eight-day cruise in 
Alaska’s Inland Waterways. 

The 1959 tour includes a day and 
night at Banff, and a day and night at 
Lake Louise, stopping at the Banff 
Springs Hotel and Chateau Lake Louise. 
A general tour around Banff, with 
views of beautiful mountain scenes, is 
planned. A full day through the magnif- 
icent Canadian Rockies brings the tour 
party to Vancouver, B. C., where a day 
of sight-seeing is planned. 

The Canadian Pacific’s S.S. Princess 
Louise will take the tour party on its 
ten-day voyage in calm waters from 
Vancouver to Skagway, Alaska, about 
a thousand miles northwest of Seattle. 
Stops will be made at Prince Rupert, 
Ketchikan, and Juneau, with plenty of 
time to visit these interesting towns and 
perhaps to purchase mementos of the 
trip in the numerous shops stocked with 
much native merchandise. A full day 
is spent on the narrow-gauge railroad 
running northeastward from Skagway 
through a tip of Alaska and British 
Columbia, along the famous “Trail of 
98” into the Yukon to Carcross. The 
train will pass through rugged and awe- 
inspiring scenery. 

An unusual and delightful arrange- 

(Continued on page 905) 


Who Jesus Said He Was 


A Christmas exercise for ten Juniors 


RE is a Christmas exercise that is 

Simple enough to require little ad- 
vance preparation and rehearsal. Pu- 
pils stand in a semicircle. Each in turn 
steps to the front, holds high the article 
he or she carries (except the one wear- 
ing the crown), recites the following 
words, and then steps back into the 
semicircle. 

1. Large silver star: 

Jesus said in Revelation 22:16, “I 
am the bright and morning star.” 

. Loaf of bread: 

Jesus said in John 6:51, “I am the 
living bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever.” 

3. Lighted flashlight: 

Jesus said in John 8:12, “I am the 
light of the world: he that fol- 
loweth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of 
life.” 

4. Cardboard door, hinged and open 
to show picture of Jesus: 

Jesus said in John 10:9, “I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, 
he shall‘ be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture.” 

5. Shepherd’s crook: 

Jesus said in John 10:11, “I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep.” 


i) 
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6. Picture of tomb with open door: 
Jesus said in John 11:25, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live.” 

7. Green branch, with several pieces 

of fresh fruit tied to it: 

Jesus said in John 15:5, “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: he that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing.” 

8. Cardboard sign on a stick reading, 

“WAY - TRUTH - LIFE”: 

Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” 

9. Pupil wears a cardboard crown: 

Jesus said in Revelation 22:16, “I 
am the root and the offspring of 
David” (the king). 

10. Large cardboard showing letters “A” 
and “O”: : 

Jesus said in Revelation 22:13, I 
am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the end, the first and the 
last.” 

As the tenth Junior steps back, one 
pupil steps forward holding a globe or 
a picture of the world, and all recite in 
unison John 3:16. 


LAKESIDE, CALIF. 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 21. 
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International Uniform Lesson 
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JOY AT THE SAVIOUR'S BIRTH 


Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-20; printed text, 1:46-55; 2:4-7 
Golden Text.—My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my asdeanntdhe 1:46, 47 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 1:46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify ‘the Lord, 
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth al] generations shall call me 


blessed. 


49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and 


holy is his name. 


50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation 


to generation. 


51 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scat- 
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and ex- 


alted them of low degree. 


53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich 


he hath sent empty away. 


54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of 


his mercy; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE virgin birth of Christ was an 
event of paramount importance. 
Our Lord was miraculously con- 
ceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 
He was born as other children are, yet 
with no human father. 

The story is beautifully told in our 
lesson. A holy dignity and lofty sub- 
limity characterize the record and dis- 
tinguish it from any fabulous, fanciful 
tale of ancient mythology. The glorious 
mystery of the Incarnation is portrayed 
with literary and spiritual artistry. The 
Babe of Bethlehem was born in a lowly 
manger. Yet He was the Son of the 
most high God (Luke 1:32). He was 
subject to the limitations of space and 
time, for He was to become a man. Yet 
He transcended both space and time, 
for He was God “manifest in the flesh” 
(1 Tim. 3:16). 

A heavenly radiance streams across 
the verses. Gabriel’s annunciation to 
Mary (Luke 1: 26-37) is direct and clear, 
but gracious, modest, and tender. Elisa- 
beth’s Spirit-filled words (Luke 1:41- 
45) are thrilling. Mary’s song (vv. 46- 
55) is eloquently and touchingly simple. 
The anthem of the heavenly host (2: 
13, 14) has lifted heavenward the hearts 
of believers through the centuries. 

What is it that makes the entire 
Christmas story so appealing? What 
causes the scenes and melodies ‘of the 
holy day to be inscribed forever in 
our memories? 

Is it the pathos? There was no room 
for a newborn baby in the inn. Is it 
the incongruity? The Son of God was 
cradled in a stall. Is it the visitation 
of Heaven to earth? The voices of 
angels were heard by wondering men. 
Is it the theological majesty of the 
event? Now at long last the Seed of 


55 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed 


for ever. 


with child. 


Chap. 2:4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem; 
lineage of David:) 


5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 


(because he was of the house and 


6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 


7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 


in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there 


x x s s 


the woman had appeared through whom 
the Devil would meet his doom (Gen. 
3:15). 

It is all of this and much more. Read 
the lesson again and you will note a 
further item: the birth of our Lord was 
attended by indescribable joy and 
praise. Elisabeth’s unborn babe leaped 
with joy in the presence of Mary. (Luke 
1:44). Mary’s spirit overflowed with 
joy at the contemplation of God her 
Saviour (v. 47). The angel of the Lord 
brought to the adoring shepherds “good 
tidings of great joy” (2:10). 

The advent of the Son of God is a 
source of joy unspeakable to all who 
appreciate its meaning and trust: as 
their Saviour the heavenly child who, 
when He became a man, bore their 
sins in His own body on the tree. Try 
to understand why the birthday of the 
Lord was such a joyous occasion. 


Verse by Verse A 

Luke 1:46—“And Mary said, My soul 
doth magnify the Lord ...” This in- 
troduces the song known as the Mag- 
nificat, one of the four nativity hymns. 
To “magnify” is to acknowledge as 
great. Mary’s soul (her natural life 
with its emotions) adores God, whom 
she gladly confesses to be her Lord, 
especially in this crucial hour. 

Verse 47—“My spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour.” Deep in her in- 
nermost being Mary renders praise to 
God, who now in a new way reveals 
Himself, in the babe she will bear, not 
only as Master but also as Saviour. 

Verse 48.—“For he hath regarded the 
low estate of his handmaiden ... all 
generations shall call me _ blessed.” 
“Handmaiden” means “bondmaid.” Two 
reasons for Mary’s joy are: (1) God’s 
amazing condescension. In comparison 
with the Almighty, and even with 
women of higher social class, Mary’s 
condition was humble indeed; (2) yet, 
because of the child to be born to her, 


was no room for them in the inn. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious 


ducation. 


successive generations would deem her 
fortunate. 

Verse 49.—“He that is mighty hath 
done to me great things . . . holy is his 
name.” A third reason for Mary’s joy 
lies in the character of God who has so 
signally chosen and honored her. He 
is mighty and holy. The “name” of 
God implies His being. Compare Han- 
nah’s prayer (1 Sam. 2:1-10). 

Verse 50.—“His mercy is on them 
that fear him from generation to gen- 
eration.” The mercy revealed to Mary 
in the virgin birth of Christ is the 
portion of all people of all ages who 
honor God. To “fear” the Lord is to 
stand in reverent awe of Him. 

Verse 51—‘“He hath shewed strength 

. he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.” Examples 
of divine power are given in this and 
the succeeding verses. In each case 
God is seen as intervening and revers- 
ing values which man has established. 
He who regarded Mary’s low estate 
acts in that manner: He repudiates 
and overwhelms the evil devices of 
proud and rebellious hearts. 

Verse 52—“He hath put down the 
mighty ... and exalted them of low 
degree.” Mary’s case was beautiful and 
of course exceptional: she would bring 
forth the Son of God. But through 
the years God had revealed His power 
and condescending mercy. 

Verse 53.—“He hath filled the hungry 

. the rich he hath sent empty away.” 
The ways of the Lord, whether in 
Mary’s case or as seen through the cen- 
turies, are not as’ the ways of man. 
The humble of heart who are hungry 
for the things of God are invariably 
satisfied. The rich who are smug and 
self-complacent, feeling no need, are 
full of goods but empty of spiritual 
blessing (cf. Rev. 3:17). 

Verse 54—“He hath holpen his serv- 
ant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy 
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. . .” The general principles outlined 
in the previous verses are here applied 
to Israel: (1) to ‘Israel the man, for 
God certainly helped him. He went 
empty to Laban, and returned full; (2) 
to Israel the nation in the past. In 
spite of her pride and rebellion God 
mercifully spared her, even in captiv- 
ity; (3) to Israel the nation in the 
future. The advent of her Messiah 
would ultimately bring her national 
glory (see Rom. 11: 26-32). 


Verse 55.—“As he spake to our fathers, 
to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.” 
Prophecies of divine help to Israel are 
seen as early as Genesis 3:15: the “seed 
of the woman” would finally overcome 
the serpent and his seed. Specific 
promises to Abraham are. given in 
Genesis 15:1, 5, 18; 17:4-7, 19; 18:18; 22: 
17, 18. The blessing of the nations 
would come through the Babe of Beth- 
lehem. 

Luke 2:4.—“Joseph also went up from 
Galilee .. . unto the city of David... 
Bethlehem ... he was of the house 
and lineage of David.” The occasion 
was the Roman enrollment by house- 
holds, which normally occurred every 
fourteen years. Bethlehem (five miles 
south of Jerusalem) was the “city of 
David” because it was David’s birth- 
place and ancestral home. Joseph was 
descended from David. 


Verse 5—“To be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great with 
child.” Mary, betrothed to Joseph, was 
also descended from David. She, too, 
had to be enrolled in Bethlehem, both 
because .of her family descent and her 
legal relationship to Joseph. 


Verse 6.—“. . . while they were there, 
the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered.” The conception 
of Christ took place in Nazareth to the 
north, His advent in Bethlehem. This 
verse and the preceding pave the way 
for the Saviour’s birth, by stressing 
both the time element and Mary’s phys- 
ical condition. 


Verse 7.—“She brought forth her first- 
born son ... wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes ... laid him in a manger... 
there was no room for them in the inn.” 
This is the virgin birth of Christ. The 
inn was crowded because of: the census. 
Mary and Joseph took shelter in the 
stable. Apparently no woman attended 
Mary at the moment of the birth. To 
the Virgin herself fell the holy task of 
wrapping her divine Babe in swaddling 
clothes and gently laying in a manger 
the eternal Son of God. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The joyous birth predicted (Luke 1: 
26-38) . 

2. The joyous birth celebrated (v. 39- 
55). . 

3. The joyous birth described (2:1-7). 

4. The joyous birth heralded (vv. 8-20). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When Christ was born joy flooded 
the earthly scene. The unborn child 
of Elisabeth leaped “for joy” because 
it recognized in advance the identity 
of Mary’s unborn son. Mary rejoiced 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. December 14.—Jesus Shares His 
Ministry. . Mark 6:6b-?3, 30-44 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 28.—Jesus Acknowledged 
as the Christ. -.............Mark 8:27 to 9:1 








for several reasons: (1) God had looked 
in favor upon her humble origin and 
condition; (2) future generations would 
rise up and call her blessed as the 
mother of the Lord; (3) God who is 
mighty and holy had condescended to 
reveal His mercy to men in the birth 


of the Saviour (study again Luke 1: 


47-50). 

But the angel of the Lord, trailing 
clouds of divine glory (2:9), summed it 
up: “. . . behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people” (v. 10). The joyous tidings 
eoncerned the advent of “a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (v. 11). Our 
lesson reveals in detail the basis of 
genuine Christmas joy. 

First, the people of God rejoice at 
the contemplation of Christ’s birth ‘be- 
cause of His identity. He was no mere 
baby. He was “the Son of the Highest” 
(1:32), called “the Son of God” (v. 35). 
Deity assumed human flesh when the 
Lord Jesus was born. In Bethlehem’s 
stable the second person of the God- 
head “took on him the seed of Abra- 
ham” (Heb. 2:16). Moreover, this 
unique baby was “Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:11), the predicted Messiah of 
Israel, the Master of creation and all 
its inhabitants. No wonder the angelic 
host praised and rendered glory to 
God in the highest. 

Second, our Lord’s birth is a source 
of unfading joy because of His mission. 
Gabriel announced (Luke 1:31) that 
the baby’s name would be “Jesus” 
(Jehovah is salvation). The angel over 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


4AT fdur Nativity hymns are re- 
corded ‘in Luke’s Gospel? 

2. What do we know about John the 
Baptist’s age and relationship to the 
Lord Jesus? 

3. What does the word “Jesus” mean? 

4. To what Old Testament prayer is 
Mary’s song similar? 

5. Why did Joseph and Mary go to 
Bethlehem? 

6. If Zion is called the “city of 
David” in 2 Samuel 5:7, why is Beth- 
lehem regarded as the “city of David” 
in Luke 2:4, 11? 

7. Name four titles given to the Lord 
Jesus at His birth. 

8. How do we know that Mary was 
a sinner? 

9. What did the birth of Christ bring 
(1) to God; (2) to men? 

10. After Christ’s rejection by wicked 
men, how will He ultimately reveal 
His royal identity and power? 

(Answers on page 905) 
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Bethlehem’s fields took up the glad re- 
frain: the one born in the city of David 
would be “a Saviour” (2:11). Moreover, 
the good news of salvation was in- 
tended for “all people” (v. 10). Why 
should not the vault of Heaven ring 
with joyous praise at this glorious rev- 
elation? Now at long last sinners who 
have broken the holy Law of God and 
who awaited the prospect of endless 
separation from God had a mighty de- 
liverer. He would redeem them from 
iniquity, rescue them from their piti- 
able plight, and bring on earth peace 
between estranged men and their God. 

Third, believers may share the joy 
of angels, Mary, and the shepherds be- 
cause through the child of Bethlehem 
the prophetic purposts of God will be 
fulfilled. The throne of David, over- 
thrown by the enemies of Israel, will 
some day be set up again. And David's 
holy Son will reign over His everlasting 
Kingdom (1:32, 33). This of course will 
take place during the millennium (Rev. 
20:4-6). But the birth of the Lord Jesus 
meant that the promised King had ar- 
rived. True, He would be rejected by 
wicked men. But His advent guaran- 
tees that the will of God will ultimately 
be done on “earth, as it is in heaven.” 


Topics for Development 

The Virgin Birth. The miraculous 
way in which Christ came into the 
world is to be distinguished from the 
false doctrine of the Immaculate Con- 
ception of Mary; i.e. that Mary was 
born without original sin. The latter 
became an official dogma of the Rom- 
ish Church in 1854. 

It is right for us to esteem Mary 
highly. She was the instrument chosen 
of God for the birth of the Saviour. 
But to worship or venerate Mary is 
wrong. To regard her in any respect 
as a mediatrix (go-between, or inter- 
cessor) between the sinner and God is 
anti-Scriptural. 

In the first place, nowhere in the 
Bible is Mariolatry (the worship of 
Mary) taught. In the second place, 
there is only “one God, and one medi- 
ator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). In the 
third place, Mary was herself a sinner 
and needed a Saviour. She declares 
in her song of praise that her rejoicing 
is “in God my Saviour” (Luke 1:47). 
Far from aiding the sinner in the hour 
of his need, she herself stood in need 
of salvation from sin. : 

The Incarnation of Christ. The word 
incarnation is derived from the Latin 
for “into” and “flesh.” In Bethlehem the 
eternal Word of God was made flesh 
(John 1:1, 14). The Lord Jesus was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit: hence 
He was truly God. But He was born 
of Mary: hence He was truly man. 
. Two natures, the divine and the hu- 
man, co-existed in the person of Christ 
without mixture, fusion, or confusion. 
This is a great mystery. We shall! 
understand it fully in Heaven. But 
even now the necessity of the Incarna- 
tion is clear. The Baby of Bethlehem 


had to be God if He was to perform 
the miracle of salvation. He had to be 
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Lesson for December 21 


man if He was to be tempted in all 
points like as we are, to redeem a lost 
creation and to be “touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities” (Heb. 4:15). 


Practical Applications 

The tinseled delights and family fes- 
tivities of the Christmas season are 
fascinating. But Christmas is mean- 
ingless apart from Christ. Its atmos- 
phere of joy and heavenly cheer finds 
its source in the presence of the one 
who at His birth was identified as the 
Son of God and Saviour of men. 

God’s values differ from men’s. Hu- 
man goals and ambitions often center 
in power, influence, wealth, and secur- 
ity. But God exalts the lowly, feeds 
the hungry, and helps the weak who 
put their trust in Him (Luke 1:51-54). 

There was no room for the Lord 
Jesus in the inn. Have we made room 
for Him in our hearts? But more—is 
there room for Him in our busy days, 
our plans, our work, our recreation? 
Is there room for Him in our holidays 
as well as in our holy days? 

The shepherds praised God for the 
good news announced to them by the 
angel. But they also “made known 
abroad” the saying (cf. Luke 2:20 with 
2:17). Is our rejoicing in the Saviour’s 
birth matched by an eager determina- 
tion to spread the word abroad? Prais- 
ing and witnessing must go hand in 
hand. 


Golden Text 

Luke 1:46, 47—‘“My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and miy spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour.” My total 
being must find its focus of faith, wor- 
ship, and joy in the person, majesty, 
power, and saving ministry of God. 
Nothing less will suffice. Our Chris- 
tian faith is a totalitarian response to 
the Lord. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


s 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sav- 
iour” (Luke 1:46, 47)—This magnifi- 
cent canticle of Mary’s is called the 
Magnificat, from the first word in the 
Latin versions of it. 

Mary’s song was not mere lip praise. 
It came from her soul and spirit-—in 
other words, from her inmost being. 
David used a similar expression when 


he said: “Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name” (Psa. 103:1). 


To “magnify” . would carry the 
thought of extolling His greatness. He 
is great, and greatly to be praised. 

Dr. Ironside once said: “My wife and 
I stood looking down on Niagara Falls. 
We noticed that from below a fine 
spray, or mist, rose up, that actually 
reached the spot where we stood on 
the ledge above the Falls. I said to my 
wife: ‘This is like worship: God’s 
mighty love and grace pouring down 
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upon us; then our love and praise as- 
cending back to Him, the Source of all 
our blessing.’” - 

The blessed Virgin Mary did not 
think it presumptuous to use the per- 
sonal pronoun in the possessive case; 
for she said, “God, my Saviour!” 

I like Dr. David Brown’s comment 
on this statement. He said: “Mary, poor 
heart, nevér dreamt, we see, of her 
own ‘immaculate conception’—in the of- 
fensive language of the Romanists—any 
more than of her own immaculate life.” 

“For he hath regarded the low estate 
of his handmaiden...” (Luke 1:48).— 
What humility and modesty she mani- 
fested in this statement! She did not 
call herself the Madonna. 

*“God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble. Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time.” 

“. . from henceforth all generations 
shall call me blessed” (Luke 1:48) .—It 
is Scriptural to call Mary “blessed”; but 
it is most unscriptural to call her 
“Mother of God.” 

“Mary was the mother of Him who 
was God, but that is a very different 
thing from the title we are discussing; 
this latter would involve the grotesque 
conception that she was the mother of 
the Godhead. However well meaning 
theologians may be, it is undeniable 
that a God who has a mother loses at 
once every proper attribute of deity 
and must be relegated to the shelves of 
a pagan Pantheon” (Harold St. John, 
in a pamphlet). 

“For he that is mighty hath done to 
me great things ...” (Luke 1:49).— 
Verses 49 through 53 furnish us a strik- 
ing illustration of the words, “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord” 
(Isa. 55:8). For “the pride of man is 
smitten down before Him; rulers are 
put down from their thrones, and the 
lowly exalted, the hungry are filled 
and the rich sent empty away.” 

Every believer can join the blessed 
Virgin in saying, “He that is mighty 
hath done to me great things.” For He 
hath delivered us from judgment; for- 
given our sins; given us eternal life, 
and His Holy Spirit. He has made us 
His children through faith in Christ— 
and, if children, then heirs! 

“He hath holpen his servant Israel 

..” (Luke 1:54).—This verse and the 
next assure us that God had not for- 
gotten the promises He made to Abra- 
ham, and to his seed. It may have ap- 
peared to many as though God had for- 
gotten all those precious promises about 
a Messiah. But He had not forgotten 


them. (See Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2; Heb. 
6: 18.) 

“And Joseph also went up .. . unto 

. Bethlehem ...” (Luke 2:4).—It 


was a matter of divine prophecy that 
the “ruler in Israel” was to come out of 
Bethlehem of Judea (Mic. 5:2). How 
impossible it looked for that prediction 
to be fulfilled! Close to the time that 
the blessed Virgin was to give birth 
to her firstborn, she was living at Naz- 
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areth. But the “scripture cannot be 
broken.” The Lord simply moved the 
Emperor of the vast Roman Empire to 
order “every one into his own city” to 
be enrolled;‘thus Joseph and Mary went 
to Bethlehem. “God moves in a my- 
sterious way his wonders to perform”! 

“And she brought forth her firstborn 
son...” (Luke 2:7).—Many interesting 
things had occurred in Bethlehem. Here 
Rachel died in giving birth to Benja- 
min (Gen. 35:19); here Boaz married 
Ruth (Ruth 4:11); here David was 
anointed by Samuel (1 Sam. 16); and 
here Jeremiah and the daughters of King 
Zedekiah dwelt in the inn of Chimham 
(Jer. 41:17)—which in all likelihood 
was the same building within the walls 
of which Mary gave birth to her first- 
born! 

Being intimately acquainted with the 
history of her people, she no doubt 
thought of these. incidents while she 
was there. But the greatest event ever 
to occur in Bethlehem was the birth 
of the Saviour of the world. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“Once in Royal David's City” 
“Joy to the World” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We re- 
joice, our Heavenly Father, in Thy con- 
descending love in the gift of Jesus 
Christ. We thank Thee for the place 
lowly people had in that great event. 
Help us to be little in our own eyes, lest 
we miss the great things Thou art will- 
ing to do for the humble. Cause us to 
hunger and thirst for the righteousness 
Thou dost provide men through Christ. 
Give us love for the lost, the sad, and 
the needy that we may live in the spirit 
of Him who came to seek the lost and 
save them. Forgive our selfish thoughts 
and deeds and put them far from us. 
Lead us into those good works by which 
to serve Thy purposes and others’ need. 
Bless this lesson study to us all today 
and use Thy Word this day to turn 
many hearts to Thy Son. Revive and 
strengthen Thy Church, guide and help 
earth’s rulers to bear rule wisely and 
well, and bring in the full triumph of 
Thy Kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a castle 
in southern France in which is kept a 
large tortoise-shell cradle made for the 
infant prince, Henry IV. It is beauti- 
fully adorned with inlaid gold and clus- 
ters of jewels. The birth of a prince 
was important, and the cradle must suit 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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his royal rank! Yet the cradle of our 
Lord, the King of kings, was a manger 
in a common cattle pen! His mother 
was a village girl with neither rank nor 
fortune. That is why Mary’s heart 
overflowed with joyful surprise in her 
song of praise, the Magnificat. The 
condescending love of God in choosing 
her to be the mother of the Saviour 
left Mary “lost in wonder, love and 
praise.” 

In all this, God overturns our ideas 
of the important and the unimportant. 
In bringing His Son to earth, God 
passed by earth’s important people and 
worked through its nobodies. God still 
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is looking for people lowly in heart 
like Mary. In His Kingdom the poor 
and lowly are exalted, while the mighty 
are set aside and the rich sent empty 
away. Only as we have lowly thoughts 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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of ourselves in our sin and need are 
we able to receive the Saviour and be 
one of His people. After that, only as 
we feel how little and insufficient we 
are can we have any place in the serv- 
ice of God. Be humble enough to feel 
your need of Christ and then turn to 
Him. Then keep humble enough for 
God to use you as He may choose. 


CaLGaRy, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is a picture in my 

mind. It has hung on my memory 
wall many years, placed there when I 
was a boy, and I suppose it will never 
be taken down. It is a boy on a horse. 
A pony—a perfect beauty. The boy 
was my neighbor, and his very rich 
uncle had given him the pony. No 
other boy in town had anything half so 
enviable. ° No other boy had such an 
uncle. He not only gave him a pony but 
a wonderful saddle with silver mount- 
ings, a scarlet saddle blanket, bridles, 
and martingales that had little shiny 
dangles on them. The pony pranced 
proudly, the boy sat his mount proudly, 
and every fellow our size in town 
would have given a national bank to 
have possessed such a pony, such a 
saddle, and such an uncle. 


I am telling you this, fellows, because . 


of how it caused us boys to regard that 
uncle. We venerated him as children 
do Santa Claus—only this was an all- 
the-year-round Santa Claus, for the 
boy received many gifts from his rich 
uncle. Yet these gifts cost the uncle 
no sacrifice. He could have given a 
hundred ponies with saddles and bridles 
without feeling it. And the pony was 
of doubtful value, as it afterward 
proved, for one day the horse shied, 
and the boy falling caught his foot in 
the stirrup and was dragged to death 
by the frightened animal. Then a 
whole community was in mourning. 

At this Christmas season of giving 
gifts, fellows, let us think of the greatest 
gift of all the ages—God’s Christmas 
gift to the world—even His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Everything you might say about 
this gift is in the superlative. 

The gift most needed.—You and I, 
because of our sin—violating God’s per- 
fect Law—were to die. That which you 
and I want most is life. This gift 
brought us pardon and life, eternal 
life. It was the gift most needed of all. 

The most costly gift—God did not 
attempt to buy us with a cheap ransom. 
No, He chose the costliest thing in 
Heaven. There was nothing on earth 
that could have saved us. There was 
only this in Heaven that could save 
us. God spared not His own Son. 

The most satisfying gift—-God knows 
our souls. He created them. He knew 
that nothing short of Christ could bring 
satisfaction to our spirits. We are a 
high-flung sort. It takes the very best 
to satisfy us. Some have sought sub- 
stitutes, but all in vain. Nothing but 
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Christ can bring peace to your heart 
and mine. Nothing less satisfies. 

The wisest gift—Some gifts, though 
well meant, are not wise. They may 
seem good, for a time, but they turn 
upon us and injure us. There is joy 
one day and mourning the next. Jesus 
said, “Ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full,” and the longer 
and better we know Him as our Sav- 
iour, the better we understand how 
wisely God gave. 

The most comprehensive gift—When 
God gave us His Son, He reached to the 
top and to the bottom, and included 


everything else worth while with the 


gift. “He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things?” (Rom. 8:32.) “There- 
fore let no man glory in men. For all 
things are your’s; whether Paul, or 


‘Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 


life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are your’s; and ye 
are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 
Cor. 3:21-23). 

The greatest love gift—No gift is so 
needed, so costly, so satisfying, so wise, 
so comprehensive, but that its value 
may be made greater by the love that 
prompts it. There is no love so wide, 
so deep, so strong, so enduring as the 
love of God for sinners—yes, sinners 
like you and me. “For’ God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

Fellows, there is only one gift you 
can make to God: do you know what 
that is? I think you do; it is yourself. 
If you have not done it, make that 
your Christmas present to Him today. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Consecrated to Him—My soul doth 

magnify the Lord, ... (Luke 1:46, 47, 
Golden Text). “Come to Paris and 
make me a statue of Venus for the 
Louvre!” commanded the French em- 
peror, Napoleon, of the prominent Ger- 
man sculptor of Stuttgart, Johann Von 
Dannecker. Napoleon had viewed with 
approval and pleasure the work of Dan- 
necker, and he long had desired a mas- 
terpiece of the goddess of love for the 
Louvre. “I cannot do it, Your Excel- 
lency,” came the reply, and then the 
explanation: “A man who has made a 
noted statue of the Saviour would com- 
mit sacrilege if he should employ his 
art in the carving of a pagan goddess. 
My artis henceforth a _ consecrated 
thing!”"—From War Cry. Sent by Leslie 
E. Dunkin, South Bend, Ind. 


When Christ Touches Our Lives.—He 
hath regarded the low estate of his 
handmaiden (Luke 1:48). Years ago 
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For one and all 


Choose from THREE NEW de luxe BIBLES 
at irresistibly low prices 























Convenient size, quality bindings, and finest 
workmanship set off the top-value features 
found in these THREE OUTSTANDING 
CONCORDANCE BIBLES 
(Goatskin), half circuit, 
leather lined. In red or 
black. 5 x 7%”, only 
13/16” thick. 

‘ ONLY $10.75 
04334x Morocco grain 
Calf, half circuit, 

imitation leather lined. 
5 x 7%, only %” thick. 
ONLY $9.75 


04337x Levant grain 
Goatskin, half circuit, 
leather lined. 5 x 7%. 
only %” thick. 
ONLY $11.75 


2 The finest Bibles 3 7 





Traditionally the most beautiful ... unsurpassed eo 


in craftsmanship ... bound in leathers of the finest quality sae Soy 
: ... Superb examples of the bookmaker’s art, ; 
. their value far exceeds their price. 


- 







For your minister 
22 A Pilgrim Edition with its 
5 unique features—notes, references 

and helps appear on the same page 

with the verse to which they refer. 
Comprehensive index, chronologies, 
maps. In blue Moroccoette. 

5% x 7% x 1%". $9.50 


For mother and dad 


187x A large, beautiful Scofield Bible bound 
in hand-grained Morocco, leather lined. 
In Black, red under gold edges. Blue, Brown, 
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172 . 
Green, Maroon, Red, gold edges. 54% x 8%, 
{ only %” thick. $25.00* 
Ses 0 Ghent For the young person For the student 
OF a trten 158x A Scofield leather lined Bible 172 Bound in Moroccoette, limp, round 
52 A Scofield Reference Bible with gold roll at a medium price. corners, red under gold edges, this large 
bound in Moroccoette, limp, Bound in French Morocco, half circuit, size Scofield Reference Bible with Concordance 
round corners, red under gold round corners. Concordance, maps. has all the Scofield features including topical 
edges. 4% x 77x, only 1%” thick Black or Red. 4% x 77x, only %” thick. references, revised marginal renderings, summaries, 
definitions, and index. 5% x 8%, only 14%” thick. 


$7.50* $16.50* 
$10.00* 


*Scofield Bibles may be obtained in a wide range of sizes, styles and prices ranging from $3.75 to $35.00. 
x indicates edition on Oxford's famous Ultrathin India paper 
All contain the complete text of the Authorized King James Version * At your bookseller 


(feted fmorieas Gye Oible Since 075 fara 


rd / OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc., 417 Fifth Avenue, New York 16 na 
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CHRISTIANS: “Let your light shine’ by send- 
ing beautiful Scripture cards—Christmas | 
Everyday cards—Notes, Stationery, Boxed. Com- 
plete line every type card. Catalog on request. 
Prov. 17:17—“A friend loveth at all times.” 


THE PURPLE PANSY 


P..O. any 115, PORT JEFFERSON, L.!., N.Y. 
‘A Handicapped Shut-In” 














wtaa 


“CHRIST IN THE 
TABERNACLE” 


@ PART 1—45 frames. Introduction and back- 
ground—the camp of Israel—the Tabernacle 
—its general construction and coverings. 

@ PART 2—56 frames. The Brazen Altar, 
Laver—interior of the Holy Place and the 
Holy of Holies. 

Both filmstrips with guide— 
only $10.00 per set 
Write for List of 16mm. Motion Pictures 
THE HEAVENS DECLARE 
INDIA‘S SORROW 
THE MISSING MISSIONARIES 
AND MANY OTHERS 
The Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
Film P.O. Box 9 
Department Gardena, California 























































The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well deter- 
mine the whole future of your 
students. Because their future 
counts, select Union lessons for all 
departments of your Sunday school 
— from beginners through adults. 

ASSU Bible-centered Sunday- 
school materials present the whole 
Truth of the Bible. The Gospel is 
emphasized and Christ is pre- 
eminent. 


Send for free sample materials today. 
DEPT. TFS 



























1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia Pa. 
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there lived in a thatched cottage at the 
head of a Scottish glen, a poor Highland 
widow. The home was a poor one, but 
on a cupboard was dn old cracked cup, 
covered with a glass globe, as though 
it were an object of considerable value. 
That old cup had a history. Years be- 
fore, one autumn day, there drove up 
the glen a beautiful carriage and pair, 
with a lady inside. The _ carriage 
stopped at this lonely cottage. The 
footman got down and asked the old 
woman if she would be so kind as to 
bring a little water to his mistress. She 
carried out this very cup, and out of it 
the lady in the carriage slaked her thirst. 
Some time afterward, the old woman 
was astonished to learn that the lady 
who had used her cup was Queen Vic- 
toria. The fact that her lips had 
touched the rim of the old cup conse- 
crated it, and made it an object of 
great value to the old widow. We may 
be plain, ordinary people, with no or- 
nament, still, like the old cup, Christ 
can make use of us, and consecrate us, 
and make us of endless importance.— 
From “God’s Looking Glass,” by the 
Rev. W. Hay. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Isaac Newton’s “Foolish” Statement. 
—He hath shewed strength with his 
arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts (Luke 1:51). 
Sir Isaac Newton wrote on prophecy. 
His comment on Daniel 12:4, “Even to 
the time of the end: many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be in- 
creased,” was that at the end of the 
times of the Gentiles the Lord Jesus 
would give rapid transportation and in- 
tercommunicatior to the world in order 
to give rapidly the knowledge of Him- 
self and His salvation to the peoples of 
the earth on a larger scale than ever 
before. Sir Isaac said that he believed 
men might some day travel at the rate 
of fifty miles an hour. Voltaire laughed 
and said that showed what a fool book 
the Bible was, to persuade such a sci- 
entist as Sir Isaac to make such a fool 
statement. SirIsaac, two hundred years 
ago, not as a scientist ‘but as a student 
of prophecy, foretold this modern era 
of rapid transportation and communi- 
cation, and of world-wide missions, and 
of the Bible in 800 languages and dia- 
lects—From Dr. Harris H. Gregg, in 
Moody Church News. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize il- 
lustration. 


A Living Miracle—He hath put down 
the mighty from their seats, and exalted 
them of low degree (Luke 1:52). In 
the other years a lecturer said to the 
coal miners in England, “The Bible is 
a myth. God is a myth. Christianity 
is a myth. Christ is a myth!” At the 
close of his blasphemous words, an il- 
literate coal miner stood and said: “Sir, 
I am an.uneducated man. I am so ig- 
norant that I do not know what you 
mean by the word, ‘myth.’ But some 
time ago, a missionary who called at 
my home told me the story of Jesus, 
and of His power to save me from 
drink. I called upon Him to save me. 
He came into my life and made a new 





Before He saved me, the 
saloons got most of my money, and I 
would go home and beat up my wife 


man of me. 


and children. Now I am a changed 
man. My wife and children get my 
money, and I have a happy home. Can 
you explain me?” That man was a 
miracle of ‘God’s heart-transforming 
grace! “It took a miracle for God to 
save my soul!”—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


A Humbly Full Life.—He hath filled 
the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he hath sent empty away (Luke 
1:53). “Tell me,” says Anthony, “how 
you live. How spend you your time?” 
“Verily, sir,” replied the little man, “I 
have no good works. I am a poor, 
humble, hard-working cobbler, with no 
ability to do any great thing. I just 
live from day to day as God helps me. 
I am up at dawn. I pray for the city, 
my neighbors, my family, myself; I eat 
my scanty victuals, and then I sit me 
down to my hard labor all the day, 
and when the dusk shuts down, I eat 
again the bit I have earned and thank 
God and pray and sleep. I keep me 
ever, by God’s help, from all false- 
honesty. And so I live, never fearing 
that it will not bring me out, at last, 
into the everlasting light.” Then turned 
away the long-bearded monk, “Ah, me! 
That one life of man should be so hum- 
bly full, and another so proudly empty!” 
People who are right with themselves 


‘are usually right with the world. Be- 


ing out of sorts with others is a symp- 
tom of being out of sorts with oneself. 
—From Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Blinded Eyes Opened.—He hath hol- 
pen his servant Israel; in remembrance 
of his mercy (Luke 1:54). Some time 
ago a physician in the maternity ward 
of a New York hospital undertook the 
sad duty of telling a young father that 
his baby had lived but an hour or two. 
He expressed his sympathy as best he 
could, and was about to leave when the 
father said: “Doctor, I’ve just read that 
human eyes are needed for the corneal 
operation. Could my baby’s eyes be 
used to enable someone to see again?” 
The next day the Red Cross carried the 
two eyes to two different hospitals. In 
one operation a corneal graft restored 
the sight of a working man, head of a 
large family, who was blinded in an 
industrial accident a few months before. 
In the second operation sight was given 
back to a young mother blinded by a 
cookstove explosion. Thus two differ- 
ent people were blessed by the thought- 
fulness -of a young father, and by the 
unwitting gift of an infant child only 
a few hours in this world. Far across 
the world in Palestine two thousand 
years ago another baby was born, on 
the first Christmas day. He lived more 
than an hour or two, but He... was 
born in order that He might die. He 
was born into a world of darkness. Not 
just a few isolated people blinded by 
industrial or home accidents, but a 
whole race, blinded by the entrance of 
sin, groped in utter darkness. Long 
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before He announced that He would 
come, and that people who walked in 
darkness would see a great light. It 
was announced that He would open 
blind eyes. When He came, He Him- 
self said that He had come to give 
“recovering of sight to the blind.”— 
From Paul S. James, in Christian Di- 
gest. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Still No Room.—Because there was 
no room for them in the inn (Luke 2: 
7). The following incident related in 
the War Cry reveals the sad fact that 
there is still very little, if any, room in 
the inn of man’s thought, heart, and life 
for the Son of God. “Not so long ago a 
professor of psychology in one of our 
great universities gave a word-sugges- 
tion test to his class of forty students. 
He instructed them to write the word 
‘Christmas,’ and all the class did so. 
‘Now,’ said the professor, ‘write after 
the word “Christmas” the first thought 
that flashes through your mind regard- 
ing that day.’ When the papers were 
turned in, such answers were given as 
‘tree,’ ‘holly,’ ‘mistletoe,’ ‘gifts,’ ‘turkey,’ 
‘holiday,’ ‘carols,’ and ‘Santa Claus,’ but 
not one of the forty had written ‘the 
birth of the Saviour’!”"—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N. Y.; and the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


T THIS time of year nearly every- 

one appears happy, but the only 
ones who really rejoice about the birth 
of Christ are the born-again Christians. 
Do we celebrate the birthdays of peo- 
ple we do not care about, or those of 
folks we love? (Those we love.) Then 
only those who truly love Christ can 
celebrate His birth suitably. 

®As we study today’s lesson, let us 
watch to see which people were happy 
when Jesus was born, and why they 
were. 

First, we will read from Luke 1. The 
angel Gabriel had been sent by God to 
tell Mary that she was to be the mother 
of Jesus. Then Mary went to visit her 
cousin Elisabeth, who was soon to be 
the mother of John the Baptist. After 
the cousins had greeted one another, 
Mary said the words we are about to 
read in verses 46-55. This is a beautiful 
poem in the language in which she 
spoke it, and is called the Magnificat. 
Even translated into English, the lan- 
guage is still poetic. I hope you will en- 
joy the sound of the words as we read 
it together. And let us watch for the 
things Mary mentions, for which she 
rejoices and praises God. 

She said, “My soul doth magnify the 








We may have as much of: God as we 
will. Christ puts the key of the treasure- 
chamber into our hand, and bids us take 
all that we want.—Alexander McLaren. 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 or $1,000? 





This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men * 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. , 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 
* * . 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities..When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 


a share. 


explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Annuities 


0 Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


CF Please send me, without obligation, poustz prvipenps, story of Moody Annuity 
Plan. 


Dept. S-58-31-9 








Name Age 
Address. 
City Zone State 
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THE LONELY SHEPHERD 


“The other day I met a shepherd 
on a mountain slope to whom I of- 
fered some tracts, saying, ‘You who 
live in such a lonely place—if you 
accept Jesus Christ, you will be 
happy forever.’ As he poured out to 
me all his bitter sorrows, I told him 
that the Word of God is the only 
medicine that can cure the wounds 
of the heart. 

“Next day I went to give him a 
New Testament, for which he was 
very grateful. He said that he and 
some other shepherds had read the 
@ tracts I gave him and that it was the 
first time in their lives they had 
heard of salvation through Christ. I 
asked him whether he realized that 
he was a sinner, and he said that he 
did. ‘Do you know why Jesus came 
to this world and died?’ I continued. 
‘To cleanse us from sin,’ he an- 
swered. “Then why don’t you go to 
Him to save you?’ I asked. As I 
talked on, he became more and 
more thoughtful. ‘Yes, I want to be 
saved,’ were his last words that eve- 
ning.” 

Thus Gregory, a student at our 
Macedonian Bible Institute who 
knows what it is to suffer persecu- 
tion for the cause of Christ, tells of 
his encounter with a seeking soul. 
The school which he attends 
unique in Greece. It was founded 
to train young men and women for 
full-time Christian service and to do 
missionary work while they are still 
in training. Even more important 
than our many-sided relief program 
is the preparation of young Greeks 
to reach their own people with the 
Gospel. How would you like to help 
fit a young man or woman for the 
Lord’s service in Greece? If you 
would be interested in a full ($25 a 
month) or part scholarship, we will 
‘be glad to send you the picture and 
testimony of the one you are help- 
ing. Also you will have the thrill of 
personal correspondence. Just write 
to the American Mission to Greeks, 


Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 


New York 36, N.Y. (In Canada: 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 








Secretary, Dept. S, P. O. Box 423,. 
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Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.” Although Mary was 
a pure and devout young woman, she 
still knew that she needed a Saviour, 
and so she rejoiced when she knew that 
He was about to come to earth. What 
else do we learn from these verses? 
(All generations would call her blessed.) 
That is important to notice, too. All 
true Christians greatly admire Mary 
and agree that she was the most priv- 
ileged woman in the world. Some Ro- 
man Catholics do not realize this. A 
friend of ours, a missionary in Colom- 
bia, said that much of the persecution 
he has had to endure has come from 
misunderstanding of this. Catholics 
down there think that Protestants hate 
Mary! When the missionary can get 
them to listen long enough to learn that 
he thinks her the most blessed among 
women, their opposition greatly de- 
creases. 

A Christian once explained his atti- 
tude toward Mary this way: “When I 
am ill, I call the doctor, not the doctor’s 
mother! In the same way, when I want 
to be saved, I call on the Saviour, not 
on His mother!” 

Most of the first chapter of Luke tells 
of the parents and birth of John the 
Baptist, so we will go on to chapter 2. 
Let us read verses 1-7. The great Ro- 
man emperor, Caesar Augustus, ordered 
everyone to go back to his native village 
to register for taxation. He had no 
idea that this was part of God’s plan. 
As the people traveled about, they no 
doubt thought Caesar’s decree most im- 
portant. But it would have been for- 
gotten long since if it had not been con- 
nected with Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of the world. The Bible had foretold 
that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, 
and this was the way God brought it 
about. 

Name someone who was unhappy 
about ithe birth of Christ. (King 
Herod.) Right. He felt no need of a 
Saviour, and was only concerned with 
keeping his position. 

Now read verses 8-11. The angels 
brought “good tidings. of great joy.” 
Who was this for? (“All - people.” 
Think of that! The birth of Christ was 
meant to bring joy to all people. Yet 
some of the pedple of the world have 
never yet heard of it. One’ good way 
to celebrate this season is to give a 
special missionary offering. 

Verse 11 teils two reasons why the 
news of Jesus’ birth can bring such joy: 
First, because He is our Saviour, the 
one who is able to save us from sin, 
and Satan, and hell. He left Heaven 
and came down to this world to suffer 
and die for our sins so that all who re- 
ceive Him may have this wonderful 
salvation. The second part of this 
happy message brought by the angels 
is that Christ is Lord. , Many Christians 
do not have as much joy as they should, 
because they do not recognize the Lord- 
ship of Christ. Satan tries to. make 
people believe that that is sad news. 
But Jesus said that Satan is a liar. 
Christians who obey their Lord and 
Saviour find that He works things out 
better and more happily than they ever 
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Get MORE from your BIBLE 


with BROOKS’ 


This famous series 
L. Brooks f follows 4 rt 
answer : references are 
ven— you make your own de- 
. Start with— 
Basic Bible Work 30c 
Bible Principles of Prayer 30c¢ 
Christian Character Course 30¢ 
Creation Studies—Gen. 1-2 35¢ 


These and more advance 
courses obtainable from your dealer or direct. 


Book bulletin and literature FREE 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., Cos" Snsetes “ai 


MONEY IN USED GREETING CARDS 


Raise extra money for your family or organization. 
Make beautiful gift cards from used greeting cards, 
sell to friends, relatives, neighbors. Mail $1.00 for 
samples,  amery picture framer and* instructions. 


Hand Made Gift Cards, Box 154-S 
OCEAN GROVE, NEW JERSEY, MONMOUTH CO. 


IS 

THERE 

A 
CHRISTMAS 
IN 

ISRAEL ? 


With Jews still looking for their Messiah 
you might ask: ‘‘Is there a Christmas in 
Israel?’’ 

This little orphan along with other children 
are needy in Israel. All their lives all they 
have known has been suffering. 





Dr. Brooks 











Some of the Yemenite Jews in their great 
exodus to Israel were so undernourished 
they could hardly hold food. They were 
numb from weeks of terror and hope. 

A child of 12 weighed what a youngster of 
four should weigh. This is one of the many 
reasons we are ministering in Israel. Qod 
has led us to help these little children. We 
believe they are the future missianaries or 
Christian witnesses in Israel. 

Is there a Christmas in Israel? There can 
be—with your help! Hebrew Christians are 
still suffering discrimination. Their chil- 
dren become targets of ridicule. 

Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to needy, 
hungry Hebrew Christians in Israel and in 
Europe. Remember especially the little chil- 
dren and the aged Hebrew Christians whom 
we support in Homes. 
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could have worked them out. Another 
good way to celebrate the birth of 
Christ is to tell Him that we want Him 
as our Lord as well as our Saviour, and 
then to read His Word daily and obey 
it. This will bring joy to Him as well 
as tous. And is that not the purpose of 
celebrating His. birthday? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Joy to the World 
(Luke 1:46, 47; 2:8-14) 

O ANY of you have birthdays in 

December? Your parents, espe- 
cially your mother, were happy when 
you came, and no doubt thanked God 
for the baby “you” that He had given 
their home. Every year they celebrate 
that birthday with you. Do you have 
a cake, gifts, party? It is a happy 
time! 

Whose birthday do all of us celebrate 
in December? Of course His mother 
was happy when He came! She made 
a song of thanks to God, for she knew 
some wonderful secrets about her baby. 
Find the first two lines of Mary’s song 
in Luke’s Book (1:46, 47). Joan will 
write them on the blackboard. Perhaps 
Susan or David will make up a tune 
and sing them for us. 

When the Lord Jesus was your age, 
do you suppose He had a birthday 
party? I have not read of Jewish boyg 
and girls having parties and gifts. But 
I have read this: “Very early the child 
must have been taught what might be 
called his birthday-text—some verse of 
Scripture beginning, or ending with, or 
at least containing, the same letters as 
his Hebrew name. This guardian-prom- 
ise the child would insert in its daily 
prayers.”1 (Teacher, you may like to 
follow this suggestion as each pupil’s 
birthday comes up during the year. 
Choose a verse that not only begins 
with the same letter as the child’s name, 
but seems appropriate to the individu- 
al’s needs. A little gift of a spiritual 
nature might accompany the verse, and 
a personal call in the home supplement 
its effectiveness.) 

Let us turn our class into a birthday 
party for the Lord Jesus. He is here 
though we cannot see Him. (Teacher, 
dare you be so unconventional as to 
have a birthday cake with candles? 
Have a little tree for the gifts, and 
small boxes with gay paper to wrap 
them.) If you are coming to His party, 
have you a gift for Him? While I play 
a quiet record (or other soft music), 
close your eyes and think what gift the 
Lord would enjoy having from you—a 
promise to be in His house every Sun- 
day, if you have not been regular in 
attendance—a promise to be obedient 
and live as He tells you at home—a gift 
of money He can use to feed one of His 
missionaries. Each of you knows down 





“Prophecy and History in Relation to 
the Messiah,” by Alfred Edersheim. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.75. 
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with the Gospel print- 
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SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God’s work goes | 
forward. The Bible Coach is now | 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. Rev. F. V. Dabold 


A Faith Work Founder-Director 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 


BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 
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VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN 
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In Nehemiah’s 
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of personal serv- 
ice to God, Dr. 
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ers the funda- 
mental princi- 
ples of Christian 
service. This new book of de- 
votional exposition by the pas- 
tor of The Moody Chureh in 
Chicago is for all Christians 
who strive to serve the Lord 
through the church or in their 
daily lives. $3.00 





- -- on Joshua 
VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIVING 


The author finds in Joshua the key to 
much that is iacking in today’s Chris- 
tianity, and prophétically calls for a 
revival of the New Testament stand- 
ard of living. $3.00 


- +. on The Lord’s Prayer 
VICTORIOUS PRAYING 
From the meaning of The Lord’s 
Prayer, this warmly devotional book 
develops a pattern for the spirit of all 
praying. $2.00 
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deep in your heart what gift the Lord 
wants from your life. (When the music 
stops, have each pupil write his gift on 
paper, put it in a box, wrap, tie, and 
place it on the tree. Have a prayer of 
dedication. Then light the candles on 
the cake.) 


Before we have our slice of the Lord’s 
birthday cake, let us think back to that 
birthday when God our Father sent the 
Lord Jesus Christ as His Christmas gift 
to the world. There were lights then 
—probably a dim lantern in the stable, 
a flash of Heaven’s glory from the angel 
onto the shepherds on the hillside, a 
bright star before the traveling Wise 
Men. Our December birthday pupils 
may blow out the candles. As I serve 
each of you your slice, tell one thing— 
just one thing+-that happened that night 
on the hillside or in the stable. Then 
we will all repeat together the angel’s 
words of Christmas joy: “Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy” (Luke 2:10, Memory Verse). 
We will eat our cake in memory of that 
Christmas baby, our Saviour. Last of 
all we will say (or sing) Mary’s thank- 
you song that is on the blackboard as 
our song. (Or sing “Joy to the World.”) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU remember my telling you 

last week about the forty-eight 
missionary messengers who worked in 
eastern Pennsylvania this past summer? 
I told you, you remember, that they 
told the good news of the coming of 
the Saviour to many boys and girls who 
do not go to church or Sunday school, 
and who might never have heard the 
Gospel otherwise. 

Two of the young men messengers 
went- way, way back a bumpy moun- 
tain road. They twisted and turned 
until they reached a building which 
they soon learned was a home. If you 
had seen it you might have thought it 
was a ramshackle place in which no 
one had lived for a long time. How 
wrong you would have been! When 
one of the young men knocked at the 
door he was surprised at all the dirt he 
saw inside. To the mother who an- 
swered his knock, he said: “We are in 
town this week telling Bible stories to 
the boys and girls. I see you have some 
children here (there were seven of 
them) and I wonder if you would allow 
me to come out each day this week and 
teach-the Bible to them.” 

The mother thought for a moment. 
Her children wera all the while begging 
her to give permission. Some of those 
children, I am sorry to say, did not have 
any clothes on. Finally she answered, 
“Yes, I guess it will be all right.” 

““That’s fine! Thanks a lot. I'll be 
back tomorrow morning and every 
morning this week at 9 o’clock,” the 
missionary declared. 

True to his word, the missionary. ar- 
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rived promptly the next morning. He 
set up his flannel board. He taught 
the children (each one wearing some 
too-big clothing) a brand new song— 
brand new to them at least: “Jesus 
loves me, this I know.” How they 
listened as the missionary messenger 
told about Heaven with all of its beau- 
ties! They listened the next day, too, 
when the man explained that, because 
of sin, not everyone could go to beauti- 
ful Heaven. They knew that they had 
sinned but were surprised to learn that 
ever since the beginning of time, men 
and women and boys and girls have 
sinned. How, they wondered, could 
they ever get to Heaven? When the 
missionary explained that God prom- 
ised to the first man who ever lived 
that He would send a Saviour who 
would save people from their sins, the 
children were delighted. 


You may be sure that the next day 
the children could hardly wait until 
the missionary arrived. They crowded 
around the flannel board ‘to hear about 
the Saviour—the Son of God who came 
to earth in the long ago. 

“Men had been waiting and waiting 
for, hundreds of years for God’s Son to 
come,” the missionary began. “One 
night some shepherds had a big sur- 
prise. It was pitch, pitch dark out on 
the hillside. The only light came from 
the campfire. Some of the shepherds 
were sound asleep. Others had to stay 
awake, of course, to guard the sheep. 
What brave men they were! Suddenly 
a bright light shone and a voice called 
out of Heaven. The shepherds shook. 
They knew what to do if wolves or 
bears attacked the sheep. But a bright 
light from Heaven! This had never 
happened before. Then there was the 
voice of an angel: ‘Fear not. . . I bring 
you good tidings of great joy ... unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David [Bethlehem] a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.’ Suddenly the sky was full 
of hundreds and hundreds of angels 
exclaiming, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.’ As quickly as they had come, 
they were gone. But those poor shep- 
herd men had been the first to hear 
that God’s promised Son had come. At 
once they hurried to Bethlehem to find 
the Son of God. When they saw Him, 
they worshiped Him. They were see- 
ing with their very own eyes, the long- 
looked-for Saviour, God’s dear Son.” 

Silently the children listened as the 
missionary continued his story showing 
them that the Saviour came to die for 
the sin of the world. That was the day 
that the oldest children there received 
the Saviour as their own. They knew 
then that though they were very poor 
here on earth—even as the shepherds 
were poor—they would some day live 
with the Lord Jesus in_ beautiful 
Heaven. How happy they must ke this 
Christmas time now that they know 
the Christ of Christmas! 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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Lesson for December 21 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 896) 
1. The words of Elisabeth, of Mary, 
of the heavenly host, and of Simeon. 


2. He was Christ’s cousin and at 
least six months older than the Saviour 
(Luke 1:36). 


3. “Jehovah is salvation.” 


4.To that of Hannah, Samuel’s 
mother (1 Sam. 2:1-10). 
5. To be enrolled in the imperial 


census. 

6. Because while David ruled in Zion, 
he was born in Bethlehem. 

7. The “Son of the Highest,” the “Son 
of God,” a “Saviour,” “Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 1:32, 35; 2:11). 

8. She refers to God her “Saviour” 
(Luke 1:47). 

9. Glory’ to God and peace among 
men (Luke 2:14). 

10. He “shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever” (Luke 1:33). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


x 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 894) 


ment has been made for the tour party 
in that it will spend two days and nights 
in Victoria, B. C., with accommodations 
at the magnificent Empress Hotel. So 
many of the travelers of other tours 
have expressed the wish to spend more 
time in Victoria that this is being done 
to add pleasure to the tour. Seattle is 
to be visited, where the party will stay 
at the New Washington Hotel. Two 
days and two nights will be spent at 
beautiful Mt. Rainier, then on to Port- 
land and an overnight stay at Mt. Hood. 
Return will be made via the North 
Coast Limited to complete a vacation 
of unusual interest and lasting mem- 
ories. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Sunday 
School Times Company, and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany the tour throughout. 
An illustrated folder is available, giv- 
ing details including costs, and a card 
to Mr. Jaeger will bring it to you, if 
you are interested. 


A Tour to Hawau Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii next year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago. The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and re- 
turn to Los Angeles on the S.S. Lurline 
of the Matson Line.~ Details of this 
tour will be given in an attractive 
folder, and a card to Mr. Jaeger will 
bring this to you as soon as it is ready. 
For those who can take a fall vacation, 
this will prove to be a most unusual 
and happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will accompany this tour also. 
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the magazine of Christian freedom, speaks 
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reporting — you'll find it factual and well- 
documented. it is evangelical, preaches God's 
Word and exalts Jesus Christ. 
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when fome declares: “The Roman Catholic Church . 
~~ must demand the right of freedom for herself alone . . 
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~~tal persecution of Protestants in Colombia, Spain and 
other countries. 
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JEWISH LIVES ARE 
IN YYOUR-HANDS 





The INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, 
INC. performs a two-fold gninistry> 

1. It shepherds and supports many Hebrew Chris- 
tians caught in the cross-fire of Gentile anti-Semitism 
and the hatred of Jews who regard them as apos- 


tates. Their m ht is sore indeed. You can help save. 


the lives of these oppressed fellow believers by 
your gifts. 
2. ‘It brings eternal life to many Jews here in 
America, Israel, Europe, North Africa and Mexico 
through the witnéss of its missionaries undergirded 
by your prayers and support. 

Without you we are powerless 

to meet these urgent needs. 
THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, 
INC. has on its board outstanding Christian leaders. 
Write for a free copy of our 
bimonthly, THE EVERLASTING NA- 
TION with its most informative 
articles and reports of world 
Jewry. To new subscribers we 
shall send a two years’ sub- 
scription for the price of one 


year. ($1 per year.) : 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world-renowned minister and author. 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
IBIM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. 














Readers of the Times are constantly 
profiting by the regular reading of its 
advertising columns. Are you using this 
source of information? 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 21 


3. I Have a Saviour 
(Isa. 9:6, 7; Luke 2:7-17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


E HAVE considered, in the last 
Wy wo weeks, two of the “Precious 
Possessions” that God has given to 
every believer. This week, at the time 
we celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus 
in human flesh, we are to think of a 
third “Precious Possession”—the Lord 
Himself, our Saviour, God’s greatest gift 
to man, so great that He is called the 
“unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). 
ye 
Christ Jesus is ours first of all because 
God gave Him to us, “for God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life” (John 3:16). He is God’s 
love gift. The Father met man’s most 
desperate need with His most precious 
possession, His own Son. 


ve 
Then Christ is ours because He gave 
Himself. “The Son of man came... to 
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give his life a ransom for many” (Matt. 
20:28). “Christ Jesus . . who gave 
himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:5, 
6).. Although He was the Father’s love 
gift, He willingly gave Himself, for he 
delighted to do the Father’s will (John 
4:34; Psa. 40:8). Christ also loved us 
and gave Himself for us (Gal. 2:20; 
John 15:9; Eph. 2:4; John 15:13). 
4 

Even a small earthly gift should stir 
some response in our hearts. How 
much more should Christ, God’s un- 
speakable gift, move us to give in re- 
turn such as we have, little though it 
may be. Our material gifts given to 
others in His name are so inadequate! 
The Psalmist tells us that God “desireth 
not sacrifice” but that a broken and a 
contrite heart He will not despise (Psa. 
51:16, 17). God’s gift of Christ then 
should fill our hearts with love for Him 
(1 John 4:19). 

ye 

Our love for God because of His gift 
of the Lord Jesus is seen first as we 
yield ourselves completely to Him, a 
“reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1, 2). 

It will be seen, as we confess to others 
the Lord Jesus as the Son of God (1 
John 4: {4, 15). 

It will be seen as we walk as He 
walked (1 John 2:6). 

It will be seen as we keep His com- 
mandments (1 John 2:3). 

It will be seen as we hold fast our 
profession and come boldly to the 
throne of grace to find help in time of 
need (Heb. 4: 14-16). 

It will be seen in our love for our 
Christian brethren (1 John 2:10, 11; 4: 
7-9). 

It will be seen in not loving the things 
of and the ways of the world (1 John 
2: 15-17). ; 

It will be seen in our longing for and 
looking for Christ’s return (2 Tim. 4:8), 
and in keeping pure and clean, by His 
grace, in anticipation of His return (1 
John 3:3). 

ye 

As we have seen earlier in this series 
of topics, our appreciation of these 
“Precious Possessions” about which we 
are studying will be measured by the 
response we make to them. What is 
your response to the Lord Jesus Christ 
who gave Himself for you? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


. 
God‘s Unspeakable Gift 


(Continued from page 890) 


drops, making them shine like gems 
in the morning light. And what is true 
of our unsharable secrets, our griefs’ 
and burdens, is true also of our expec- 
tations and hopes of happiness and 
bliss. We need Christ to interpret all 
these, or we shall miss their true mean- 
ing. How strange then it is that these 
very things, which can only be under- 
stood and realized in His fellowship, 
should be the causes of His exclusion 
from our lives! No room for Him be- 
cause we think He has no sympathy 
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Lesson for December 21 


with our deepest concerns. Oh, that 
we might realize just how much He 
does sympathize and care! 

Let us examine our own lives; let us 
be honest and sincere with ourselves, 
and resolutely face the facts as we dis- 
cover them. Is it possible that you are 
living under the spell of the world, and 
have no room, or time, for Christ be- 
cause you have set your love on the 
things that perish? Is it possible that 
you are in the grip of some dominant 
passion, which is getting an ever-tight- 
ening hold upon you? Is it true that 
you have an unsharable secret of grief, 
or'of revenge? There is no alternative 
for any of us. The choice is still be- 
tween Christ and Barabbas—and Barab- 
bas is always a robber. Christ comes 
to enrich, but Barabbas comes to im- 
poverish and to destroy. And yet we 
have no room for Christ. 

Think back again to Bethlehem. How 
near that innkeeper and those around 
him were to an angel-heralded miracle 
on that wonderful night, and how un- 
conscious they were of it! There in 
the manger was the King of Glory. 
That rude stable, by His presence there, 
was in one moment of time transformed 
into the very focus point of the world’s 
light and life. We are all very near to 
the same transforming miracle. Why 
not make room for Him today? For 
He longs to possess the life that He pur- 
chased at so great a price. 


x 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Orphan, a Raccoon. By Era Zistel. 
(Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 80; 
$2.50.) “It’s against the law for us to 
keep him, you know,” said the man. 
“‘T've been thinking about that,” the 
woman said. “It’s not against the law 
for a raccoon to come into your house 
if he wants to.” And so Orphan, whose 
mother and brother had died after an 
encounter with a porcupine, found his 
place in the home of the People who 
lived in a clearing in the woods. The 
story of Orphan’s playful antics and 
inquisitive and mischievous adventures 
are told with a tenderness and sensi- 
tiveness that will grip the hearts of the 
ten-year-olds for whom it was written 
—and older folks as well. And when 
Orphan, torn between his love for his 
adopted family and his natural instincts 
that pull him toward the forest, after 
many months leaves his foster home 
and finds a family of raccoons and 
Little Lady, readers will feel with the 
author a real sense of loss. Written 
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with delicious humor and sympathetic 
understanding, and from personal ex- 
perience, this tale will not only enter- 
tain and delight but will reveal many 
interesting habits and peculiarities of 
the raccoon family that are not often 
observed. Numerous excellent’ pen- 
and-ink illustrations add to the charm 
of the book. 


Snipp, Snapp, Snurr and the Rein- 
deer. By Maj Lindman, author and 
artist. 
6; clothbound, $1.50.) A spring vacation 
spent in Lapland can be lots of fun. 
Mother, Father, and their three little 
boys rode as far as the train could take 
them then traveled the rest of the way 
on their skis—Father pulling a sled 
with all their clothing and food on it. 
At last they came to a little house on 
the top of a hill where they were to 
stay for their holiday. Every day they 
practiced sliding down the hill on their 
skis until they could do it very well; 
then they went on a little trip with 
Father. Pretty soon they came to the 
tents of some Laplanders. This is where 
they became acquainted with Matti, the 
young son, his mother and father, his 
dog, Sampo, and their reindeer, Prince. 
How glad they were, later, to know 
these friends when they became lost 
in a hard snowstorm and were found 
by Sampo and rescued by Matti and 
Prince! The twelve pictures, all in full 
color, beautifully illustrate the story, 
and the type is large and very readable. 


Flicka, Ricka, Dicka Go to Markef. 
By Maj Lindman, author and artist. 
(Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; 
clothbound, $1.50.) When Flicka, Ricka, 
and Dicka moved to the country they 
were very happy because they loved 
the out-of-doors. Then they wondered 
how they would get to school, which 
was too far away for them to walk. 
They were sure that Father could net 
afford to buy three bicycles. What 
could they do to help? Father sug- 
gested that they might plant a garden. 
It was hard work to prepare the ground, 
plant the seeds, pull the weeds, and 
water that garden every morning and 
evening. The garden grew slowly, but 
at last there were vegetables to sell at 
the market. A kind neighbor offered to 
lend them his pony and cart to carry 
their produce to the market. How 
happy those little,girls were at the end 
of the summer to have enough money 
to buy their own bicycles for school, 
and Mother and Father were proud of 
their little girls, too. Twelve full-page, 
four-color pictures illustrate the story. 
Any child who is just beginning to read 
will be delighted with this lovely book. 


Swirling Sands. By Virginia Kester 
Smiley. (Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 
16; $2.75.) Life at the trading post on 
a large Indian reservation in the West 
did not appeal to Corey Allison, and it 
meant she must miss her last year in 
high school. But on account of her 
father’s health, she was willing. She 
found the Indiars were much like the 
people back home. She attended some 
of their social affairs, like the great 
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Breaking Bread Together 
Edited by Elaine Sommers Rich 


Here is a devotional book written 
especially for women by twelve 
women from various walks of life. 
Contains a meditation for each day 
of the year. 

Women will find strength and en- 
couragement from these meditations 
written by people who have experi- 
enced the same problems. Some of 
the thought provoking subjects are: 
“Called To Be A Wife,” “A Time To 
Dream,” “Foster Mother,” “Nerves,” 
“What Do You Do?” and many 
others. 

This is a book any woman would 
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appreciate as a gift. 
at your bookstore 
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Verse-by-verse study 
gives scholarly ex- 
planations of difficult 
passages. Up-to-date 
illustrations and ap- 
plications are  pre- 
sented by laymen. 
Material is evangelical 
and conservative in 
doctrine. Lessons fol- 
. low a departmentally 
graded pion. 


ARNOLD’S COMMENTARY . . . quick, 
professional help for busy people who study 
and teach the International Uniform Sun- 
day School Lessons 


Fibre-plastic binding, 286 pages $2.25 
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“Sheep Wash,” traveled about the coun- 
try sight-seeing, and came to under- 
stand many new things. Once she lost 
her way in a recky chasm, where she 
could see a mountain lion on the rocks 
high above her. She was rescued by 
“Tex,” one of the fine young men 
helpers at the post. It is a revealing 
picture of Indian life today. There is 
some dancing in social affairs, but the 
story is clean and informing. 


Tell Me About Christmas. By Mary 
Alice Jones. (Rand McNally & Co., 
Chicago 80; $2.50.) A very beautiful and 
worth-while book is this inspiring story 
of a little boy’s many eager and earnest 
questions. about Christmas and the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus to earth as a little 
Babe. “Why did people need Christ- 
mas?” “How did God show His love to 
people before Jesus was born?” These 
and many other original and very nat- 
ural questions are patiently and love- 
ingly answered by wise and spiritual 
Christian parents. The type is large 
and clear, and the book profusely il- 
lustrated in colors. 























AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 


Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress for De- 
votional Reading. Simplified by Clara 
E. Murray. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) This famous old 
book, translated into more than seventy 
languages and still popular after 250 
years, is here presented in new and at- 
tractive form. Beautifully printed in 
clear type and small pocket size, the 
story of the travels of the pilgrim, 
*Christian,” from the City of Destruc- 
tion to the Celestial City, is almost en- 
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tirely in the form of brief dialogue. He 
encounters all sorts of fellow travelers, 
and their conversation, their difficulties, 
their widely varying views and baffling 
experiences make interesting reading. 
The spiritual lessons woven throughout 
are true and Scriptural. 


Proofs of His Presence. By Grace 
Noll Crowell. (Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., $1.50.) A charming and 
blessed little book is this compilation 
of devotional reveries based upon the 
appearances of the Lord Jesus after His 
resurrection—to Mary Magdalene, and 
to the Eleven, to Stephen, and to Saul 
of Tarsus, and others. A deep under- 
standing of human nature, as well as 
the Bible, has enabled the writer to 
fill in vivid pictures in connection with 
these events, showing the preciousness 
of the Word of God to change lives 
and comfort hearts. Many of the chap- 
ters are preceded by an original poem, 
and each one is built upon a brief 
Scripture reference. 


One Winter. By Georgia Moore Eber- 
ling. (Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 
18; $1, paper.) A full year in the life 
of Linda, a happy young schoolgirl, 
passes before the reader. It is in our 
country’s great Southwest, where In- 
dians still celebrate their “fiestas” and 
their pagan corn dance, and where al- 
most everyone uses Spanish words in 
conversation. Linda and her Daddy 
and Mommy have many interesting 
times together. Linda takes a leading 
part in the big Christmas play, and she 
also wins first place in an art contest. 
The little book is illustrated with pen- 
and-ink sketches. 


Successful Sunday School Teaching. 
By Dorothy C. Haskin. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 85 cents; 
$8.50 a dozen, paper.) A little book of 
priceless worth to the Sunday school 
teacher in any department of the 
church school is this work, rich in ma- 
terial as it is unusual in its arrange- 
ment. The chapter headings are fresh 
and alluring, and the material itself 
most challenging. Each of the nineteen 
brief chapters is followed by a few 
lines of questions in small type, making 
the book an admirable study text. 
Every aspect of Sunday school work is 
touched upon with clearness and vigor, 
and yet with sympathetic understand- 
ing. While the suggestions are very 
practical, there is a warmly spiritual 
and truly Bible content throughout the 
work. 


Desert Dwellers. By Terry Shannon. 
(Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; 
$2.75.) This beautiful book is just what 
it claims to be, a fascinating dictionary 
of the desert areas of the Southwest, 
including portions of California, Colo- 
rado, Arizona, and New Mexico. There 
are more than 70 clear and beautiful 
pictures of the many creatures that in- 
habit these deserts, many of them in 
their natural colors. They are well de- 
scribed and their habits explained in 
clear type, on a large page, with much 
interesting information about each. The 
art work is excellent, much of it in rich 
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GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India and Pakistan includes 
Missionary Medical Aid 
Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 















FAMOUS... | 
Pocket Quarterlies 


Encourage S.S. Attendance 











No wonder teachers and pupils alike enders i 
Higley's Pocket Quarterlies. Designed f@ be 
used! Here are some reasons you wal 
itén your Sunday School. 


© Handy size (4%44"x634"). 
e@ Convenient for spare 
minvte use. 
© Based on Int. S.S. 
Lessons. 
© 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words. 
*@ Story popers, visual 
aids available. 
® Quarterlies, workbooks 
? for all depts. I * 
\ © Low in price. . ¥ 






















» Write for FREE SAMPLE 
and BIG catalog of 7 
Sundoy Schoo! Supplies Sa 


vo. on. GLEY Pau 


When answering advertisements 
please mention 
The Sunday School Times. 











SUNDAY SCHOOL, BIBLE CLUB TEACHERS 
AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS! 
THIRD ANNUAL “HIDE-THE-WORD” 


BIBLE MEMORIZING 
CONTEST 


Children Learn 150 Choice Bible Verses 
Get Plaques, Books, Bible Games And Week 
At Mt. Lou-San Bible Camp . . . FREE! 


ENROLLMENT PERIOD 


NOV. 1 THROUGH DEC. 31 
Write Today For Application Blanks To: 


HARRISBURG BIBLE FORUM 


11 N. 14th St., Harrisburg, Pa. 

















NEW SOUND COLOR FILM 
Romantic Story of 
the AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


Gripping Drama revealing 
spiritual conflicts of life in rural America 


¢ Dynamic Home Missionaries in action 


Christ's Great Commission to 

the otherwise unreached 
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coloring, and the book is well bound in 
cloth binding. A beautiful and educa- 
tional gift for a boy or girl at home or 
school. 


Hands, Hands, Hands. By Harriet Van 
Meter. (John Knox Press, Richmond 
9, Va., $1.75.) This charming book for 
little children opens with a brief line, 
thanking God for “hands.” It is set to 
music so simple that the smallest child 
can learn to sing it. Then follow fifteen 
pages of large, beautiful, full-page pic- 
tures of very natural and lovely chil- 
dren doing all sorts of things with the 
hands God has given them. In the 
first picture and the last, the little 
hands are folded in prayer. 


Bold White Stranger. By Florence 
E. Beausay. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Sixteen- 
year-old Hans tells the story of how he, 
his dad and mother, eighteen-year-old 
Peter, four-year-old Jackie set out in 
a converted school bus for Alaska. Dad 
had been stationed there during the 
war and had seen the desperate need 
of the people for a Christian witness. 
He believed that if a person really 
loved God he ought to tell others. A 
site was chosen and, in spite of many 
difficulties, their cabin was built with 
the aid of Ikuk, an Eskimo guide who 
lived in an old sod house a few miles 
down the trail. They worked with 
their rifles by their sides because of 
the many wild animals that howled 
and barked in the woods* about them. 
In fact, the story takes its name from a 
ferocious three-legged timber wolf that 
preyed upon that entire section of the 
frontier. Thrilling are the experiences 
of these white folks as they pioneered 
among the Eskimos in the wilds. But 
more thrilling are their victories for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The miraculous 
escapes from the perils of the frigid 
north and the wild beasts thereof are 
a faint picture of the escapes of precious 
souls from the jaws of the “roaring 
lion . . . (Satan, who] walketh about, 
seeking whom he may: devour.” The 
story was awarded first prize in a $1,000 
teenage’ Christian fiction contest, and 
has a definite message for young Chris- 
tians. 


The Moody Bible Story Book. Based 
on a translation of a Dutch Bible story 
book, “Bijbel in Vertelling en Beeld,” 
by G. Ingwersen. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $4.75.) Many Bible story books 
are just story books, but this one is 
different. It follows the Bible narrative 
from Genesis to Revelation, and at the 
same time gives the deeper truths and 
applications of the Scripture in such a 
way that the Bible is made to live. 
Children of all ages—and™ adults—will 
find in this volume a veritable gold 
mine by which they can grow rich in 
the things of the Lord. There are 639 
pages (6 by 9 ins.); large, clear type; 32 
full-color and 164 two-color illustra- 


tions; over 400 stories; and a com- 
plete Scripture index. Parents, Sun- 
day school teachers, and_ children’s 


workers wili find this volume unusually 
helpful. 
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer 


The incarnation of the Lord Jesus 


Christ and His birth of a virgin is’ 


a basic truth of our Christian faith. 
God" became man. This 


merely a phase in time, but the 


is not 


sublimest fact of eternity because 
only through human birth and 
normal development could Jesus be- 
come our eternal High Priest, our 


Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47, 48 sets forth God’s 
rule of redemption. The Israelite 
who had sold himself into slavery 
could be redeemed only by one of 
his brethren. The redeemer must 
be a kinsman! Here we have one 
of the reasons for the incarnation. 
It follows that God must become 


man in order to be our Kinsman- 


Redeemer. 


God became our Kinsman. As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 
the “Kinsman” who came to be our 
Redeemer. 


truth! But our rejoicing is tempered 


How we rejoice in this 


with sadness as we think. of our 
kinsmen according to the flesh who 
do not know of Him who came to 
save His people from their sins. 


Your prayers and gifts will help us 
more fully to be ministers of His 
saving grace in bringing the Gospel 
of redemption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us in 
the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. 
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1. For one penny 
a day you can become 
one of the supporters 
of our Isabelle Or- 
phanage at Pusan, 
Korea. 

2. If you wish to 
invest one penny a 
day for the little or- 
phans of Korea, we 
will send you a bank 
mounted with beauti- 
ful wooden figure 
made by our teenage 
boys 

3. “For where your 
treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.” 
—Matt. 6:21. 


Write to: 
The Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 291 
Inglewood, California 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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I See ... What God Wants Me To 
Know. By Kenneth N. Taylor. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; revised edition, board 
covers, $1.95.) Under thirty topics, each 
illustrated with a full-page photograph, 
the author treats such important sub- 
jects as Heaven, the angels, Jesus loves 
you, don’t fight, and each of the Ten 
Commandments under its own title. 
“The Lord’s Table” sets forth simply 
and clearly the meaning and importance 
of the Communion service; and “What 
Is a Missionary?” brings this Christian 
service within the child’s understanding 
and present experience. Each topic in- 
cludes a clear introduction to the sub- 
ject, a short story, three or four leading 
quesiions, a little prayer, a _ Bible 
thought, and the basic Scripture por- 
tion. 

Christmas. An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art. Edited 
by Randolph E. Haugan. (Augsburg 
Pub. House, Minneapolis 15, Minn., li- 
brary edition, cloth, $3.50; gift edition, 
paper, ‘in envelope, $1.50.) Volume 
XXVIII of this lovely Christmas An- 


nual will more than fulfill the expecta-~° 


tions of old friends who have enjoyed 
these works of art through the years. 
Indeed, the objective of the editor is 
“to compile the work of artists, writers, 
poets, and musicians into a book appro- 
priate to the Christmas season.” .As in 
the past, this volume gives the pre-emi- 
nence to the -Word of God—the Christ- 
mas story according to Luke and Mat- 
thew, beautifully illustrated by Ed- 
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mund Kopietz. “People and Places in 
the Nativity Narratives” tells of Bethle- 
hem; Nazareth; Mary; Elisabeth; Anna, 
the aged prophetess, and is illustrated 
with black and white photographs of 
Holy Land scenes of today. The “Pic- 
ture Story,” by Lee Mero is full of nos- 
talgic scenes of Christmas observances 
of the long ago. Some grandparents 
may remember those days. Nine beauti- 
fully decorated pages are devoted to 
the coming of Christ as we find it in 
the angels’ song, the written record, art, 
literature, sculpture, the Reformation 
of Martin Luther’s time, and the mes- 
sage for today, “Christ is born!” “Yule- 
tide in England, Sweden, and the Ty- 
rol” tells of Christmas customs in those 
lands; and there are two full-page, full- 
color art inserts suitable for framing. 
The music section has six traditional 
carols, each of a different country. The 
story of “Christmas Seals Crusade 
Around the World” completes the vol- 
ume. The book contains 68 pages, 10% 
by 1034 inches. 

My Story of Jesus and The Birthday 
of Jesus. By Dorothy Ressmeyer Hoyer 
(Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; 
25 cents each, paper). Anyone who 
works with children will be glad to 
discover these two colorfully illustrated 
“Sacred Art Bible Story Books.” In- 
expensive, yet sturdily constructed, 
they faithfully portray the life of Christ 
and the story of His birth in language 
and print geared to the Primary child. 
The artists have succeeded in’ captur- 
ing the spirit of awe and wonder that 
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Some Bible School Students and Some Girls 
From the Dormitories 


PERTINENT FACTS 


@ Founded December, 1930, by Dr. James 

G. Dale, missionary to Mexico since 1899. 
@ Twenty-one missionaries on stations in 
five states of Mexico. 


@ Over 50 trained nationals pastoring 
more than 12,000 converts and evangelizing 
in the regions beyond. 

@ Founder of the Association of Mexican Evan- 
gelicai Churches. 


@ More than 200 Gospel centers, members of the 
Association, in all stages of self-supporting, 
governing, and extending activity. 

@ More than 40 resident students in Bible- 
training school. 

® More than 40 little girls in training in the 
Girls’ Home. 


@ Evangelical, interdenominational, sustained 
by prayer. 


Send for ‘““‘THE MEXICAN INDIAN’’ No Charge Bi-Monthly Bulletin—-325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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must have surrounded the Lord Jesus 
Christ, not only at His birth but also 
as He gave sight to the blind, spoke to 
the children, healed the lame and the 
sick, and—most wonderful of all—died 
and rose again. The author has been 
careful to point out not only the events 
of the life of Christ but also the mean- 
ing of His coming: that He was the Son 
of God and that He came to die for the 
‘sins of the world. 


The Christmas Heart. By Gertrude 
Haan (Grand Rapids International Pub. 
May be had from Kregel’s, Grand 
Rapids §, Mich., $1.50.) Annabelle 
Christabél was the most beautiful doll 
that Emily had ever seen. And when 
she opened the big box at the breakfast 
table and found that this exquisite crea- 
ture was her very own, she was happy 
beyond words. She little dreamed that 
her mother would buy for her birthday 
the lovely doll that she had admired 
in the store. When her treasured 
doll mysteriously disappeared, Emily, 
crushed with sadness, could find no 
trace of her, even with the help of her 
astute brother, Robert. A clue from 
one of the neighborhood children en- 
abled Emily and Robert to find the doll, 
but Annabelle Christabel lost her charm 
for Emily when she saw how desper- 
ately poor, lonely, and friendless was 
the small Hungarian refugee girl who 
had taken her. Then Emily discovered, 
as she heard the story of God’s gift of 
the Saviour from her Sunday school 
teacher, the true meaning of the Christ- 
mas heart, resulting in a surprise for 
both Emily and the reader. Enhanced 
with attractive illustrations and format, 
this heart-warming story of a modern- 
day Christmas will provide for the 
Primary child an unforgettable experi- 
ence. 


x 


The Sunday School Times 
,Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
195§ lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preperation. 

The 1959 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
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each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1959 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


x 


Children at Home 


“What Can | Give Him, 
Poor as | Am?” 


All About the English Girl Who Became a 
Famous Christmas Carol Writer 


By Vincent Edwards 


ORE than one hundred years ago 

a little girl who became one of 
England’s most famous poets was born 
in London. She had an Italian name, 
Christina Georgina Rossetti, because her 
famous father was an exile from Naples 
in Italy. 

To their home many noted people 
came as visitors, and it is not surprising 
that the daughter and her brother, 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, got to know 
most of the great writers of their day. 

Soon the brother and sister began to 
write verses for their own entertain- 
ment. Their grandfather was so de- 
lighted with Christina’s poems that he 


“had a book of them published when 


she was only seventeen. 

Christina was a beautiful girl. Her 
brother who not only wrote poetry but 
also painted pictures often asked his 
sister to sit as a model, and then he 
would paint her. Holman Hunt and 
Sir John Millais and other famous ar- 
tists also had her sit for them, and to- 
day her grave, lovely face may still be 
seen in a number of England’s fine 
paintings. 

But Christina did not care for fame 
alone. She was a good girl, and wanted 
to please God most of all. She was 
very faithful about going to church, 
and attending to all her Christian du- 
ties. 

In later life she. suffered from severe 
illness and had to endure much pain. 
But through it all she was very patient. 
Her mother was an invalid, and no 
daughter was ever more faithful in 
looking after her mother’s needs. 
Christina Rossetti’s life was so beautiful 
in its quiet devotion that she was often 
compared to one of the heroic saints of 
the early Christian church. 

Despite her many household duties 
and her ill health, she managed to 
write several books. Her poetry is 
noted for its simplicity and its glow of 


feeling. Above all her deep religious 


faith stands out in almost everything 
she wrote. 
Besides her books for grown people, 
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30,000 Gospels 
distributed free in 
Africa WEEKLY 


FREE — because, with each Gospel given away, 
we preach the message of God’s free gift of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 


FREE — because thousands of Africans who 
would not or could not purchase Scriptures 
are being won through these Gospels. 


FREE — because newly literate Africans are 
eager for any literature — if we do not give 
them the Gospel first, Communism may win 
them through its tons of free literature. 


FREE — because there are Christians who be- 
lieve God when He says: “My word . - . shall 
not return unto me void.” Their gifts to The 
Pocket Testament League make the free dis- 
tribution of Gospels in Africa possible. . 


Pocket Testament League evangelists are 
distributing 30,000 free Gospels a week in 
Africa — 
Your help is the FREE 
distribution of God's Word in Africa. 
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Write today to: 


INTERNATIONAL RECT 





ded to —) 








ALFRED A. KUNZ 


The Pocket Testament League 





YOU CAN ENJOY 


LOW COST RET IREMENT 
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Sharon Gardens, with high Av yr low 
costs, offers you a retirement home in Phoenix, 
Arizona, where the siin spends the winter. 
You have many plans from which to choose. 
A comfortable apartment or an individual 
cottage can be yours at a very low cost. 
Lawn and home care are a thing of the past as 
your low monthly utility fee of $20 to $50 
covers maintenance, water, gas, icity, 
and insurance. Prices of the dwellings 
from $5,450 upward. All units are air ba 
— by refrigeration. Low humidity pre 
vails. 

Warre Topay For ILLusrrarep BrocnurgE 


SHARON GARDENS 
3025-C West McDowell Road Phoenix, Arizona 





FAUSSET’S BIBLE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
and DICTIONARY 


by A. R. Fovsset 
DR. WILBUR M. SMITH * 
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HOW GREAT THOU ART 
FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
able for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose 

postage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
Box 185, Toronto 7, Canada 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
McGUFFEY‘’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the ori 
inal 1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s 
Readers have been completed and you can now pur- 
chase a copies at the following low prices 
posts 


ad Reader —..__ $2.25 Fourth Reader — mY 25 
Reader __ 2.50 Fifth Reader... 3.50 
Teed Reader __ 2.75 Sixth Reader __ 3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-12, ah lowa 





HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already plays EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects —in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts 


Over ten Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS “*PaSabana st: caur- 


RETIRE .. 
FLORIDA 


Choice Home Sites ¢ Excellent Building 

Conditions ¢ Delightful Year-Round Climate 

¢ Inspiring Christian Fellowship ¢ Chal- 

lenging Winter Bible Conference Program 

- « Established 1929 ¢ Full information from: 
GORDON L. PURDY 


-wemes PARK-of-the-PALMS === 


KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FLORIDA 




















THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 


eae 


|| AWAIF 

.| A WAIL 
and 

A WAY 


to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones 
is increasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 


HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. S¥ Los Angeles 26, California 
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The Sunday School Times'is now completing 100 years of dependable service 
to readers and advertisers—1859 to 1959. The issue of January 3 will be a special 


Centenary Number. 











THE CHRISTMAS GIFT 


For your Pastor and Bible Class Teacher 


WILSON’S ‘DICTIONARY OF BIBLE TYPES 
It gives 4739 explanations of Bible Types 


given on 519 pages of wonderful information 


Order from your bookstore or from the Author 


DR. WALTER L. WILSON, M.D., D.D., L.H.D. 
110 E. 31st Terrace, Kansas City 11, Mo. 


Price $6.95 Postpaid 
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Christina wrote one lovely book of 
poems for children. It was called 
“Sing-Song,” and it is still popular to- 
day. Perhaps if you live in a town or 
a city where there is a good library, 
you may be able to see a copy of this 
book for yourself. 

It is at Christmas time that both 
young and old appreciate Christina 
Rossetti’s poetry most of all. She loved 
that happy season, and wrote a num- 
ber of beautiful carols. 

Here is one that many small boys 
and girls have come to love: 


The >; had an angel, 
The ise Men had a star; 
But what have I, a little child, 
To guide me home from far, 
Where glad stars sing oe. 

And singing angels are? . 


Those shepherds through the lonely night 
a. watching by their sheep, 
til they saw the heavenly host 
"who neither tire nor sleep, 
All singing Glory, glory, 
In festival they keep. . 


Lord, bring me nearer day by day, 
Till I my voice unite, 

And sing my Glory, glory, 
With angels clad in white, 

All Glory, glory’given to Thee 
Through all the heavenly height. 


Perhaps the most popular of all her 
carols is “In the Bleak Mid-Winter.” 
It is often sung at Christmas to the 
lovely tune that was composed by 
Gustav Holst. The words show the 
deep faith of this devout lady who 
found so much delight in the season of 
the Saviour’s birth: 


In the bleak mid-winter, 
'  Prosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter, 
Long ago. 


Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, 
Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign; 

In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord d Almighty, 
Jesus Christ... 


What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 
I would es a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can, I give Him— 
Give my heart 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. y. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





oy Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


December 15 to 21 


Mon., Dec. 15.—Luke 1:26-33. 
The Announcement. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Hail, thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee: blessed art thou among women.” 
The Lord’s selection of the Virgin Mary 
to give human body to His Son for His 
redeeming work in this world is a ma- 
jor subject of prophecy (Gen. 3:15; 
Isa. 17:14). 


The blessed Virgin shall 
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Canada, $4.25 each; foreign, $5.00 
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ever be blessed, but her glorious off- 
spring shall eternally be supreme as 
Creator, Redeemer, and Lord of all. 
Gabriel’s whisper to Mary as to the 
nature of the Holy One should be ever 
remembered. The miracle of Christ’s 
virgin birth is God’s greatest work in 
this world. Pray for Formosa, in need 
of God’s favor at this crucial hour. 


Tues., Dec. 16.—Luke 1:34-38. 
Mary’s Submission. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And Mary said, 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it unto me according to thy word.” 
Mary, upon evidence of God’s will for 
her in Gabriel’s message, ,bowed sub- 
missively to that will. No higher de- 
votion can be ours than full surrender 
to the will of God. Such was the de- 
votion of our Saviour. He came down 
from Heaven not to do His own will, 
but the will of Him that sent Him. Do 
you choose God’s will instead of your 
own? Pray for Generalissimo and Mad- 
ame Chiang Kai-shek. 


Wed., Dec. 17.—Luke 1:46-56. 
The Virgin’s Song. 
Prayer SuGcesTions: “And Mary said, 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour.” Mary had great reasons for 
rejoicing in God her Saviour. It was 
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the Lord who gave her such honor. It 
will last for all time and eternity. And 
what she realized, we may also know, 
that “salvation is of the Lord.” Praise 
God your Saviour! Say by God’s grace, 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord.” Pray 
for revival among Christians in Korea. 


Thurs., Dec. 18.—Luke 1:57-66. 
Joy at John’s Birth. 
PRAYER SuGGesTions: “And thou shalt 
have joy and gladness; and many shall 
rejoice at his birth” (v. 14). The angel 
announced concerning the birth of John 
the Baptizer that many would “rejoice 
at his birth.” This was fulfilled literally 
(see v. 58). How greatly the parents 
rejoiced is indicated in verses 67-79. 
Future of children in this time of bor- 
dering on devastation ought to become 
a great and tremendous concern of 
prayer for all Christians. (See Acts 
2:40 with vv. 17, 18.) Pray for revival 
among God’s people in Italy. 


Fri., Dec. 19.—Luke 2:1-7. 
Born in Bethlehem. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of 
Herod the king” (Matt. 2:1). It was 
thus according to prophecy. . For thus 
it is written by the Prophet Micah (5: 
2). The announcement of the advent 
of the infant Christ to shepherds says, 
“Unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). Only infinite wis- 
dom could have so accurately predicted 
the birthplace of our Saviour. All the 
promises and predictions of Holy Scrip- 
ture are likewise to be trusted implic- 
itly. Pray for a great revival among 
Christians in the Philippines. 


Sat., Dec. 20.—Luke 2:8-20. 
Good News. 
Prayer Suacestions: “Good tidings of 
great joy.” The announcement of the 
birth of Christ had in view all His ex- 
cellencies and afl His work of salvation. 
The Gospel is good news always. “Tis 
music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life, and 
health, and peace.” Value the glorious 
Gospel more and more. If we felt more 
the guilt of sin, we would realize more 
of the glory of the news of salvation. 
Pray that you may be a gladsome, 
swift bearer of God’s good news to 
some sinners about you. 


Sun., Dec. 21.—Luke 1:67-79. 
Zechariah’s Witness to Christ. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “The dayspring 
from on high hath visited us, to give 
light to them that sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet in the way of peace.” The Holy 
Spirit spoke these wonderful prophecies 
concerning the Saviour’s ministries. 
They give a general outline of the mis- 
sion of the Son of man: deliverance 
from the powers -of darkness, the 
knowledge and experience of salvation, 
and its infinite benefits. Pray that you, 
too, may have an overwhelming ap- 
preciation of your Saviour and Lord. 








The beginning of anxiety is the end 
of faith, and the beginning of true faith 
is the end of anxiety—George Mueller. 
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NICODEMUS 
WALKS AGAIN 
BY NIGHT 


Remember the story of Nicode- 
mus, the man who came to Jesus by 
night? He was a Jewish leader, a man 
of learning, wealth and station. Yet he 
was afraid, afraid of what would hap- 
pen if his interest or faith in Jesus 
should become known among his fel- 
low citizens. 

Today thousands of poor and 
humble Jews come to hear the mes- 
sage of Christ. Many do so with fear 
in their hearts, for the darkness of 
intolerance and persecution is increas- 
ing around us. 

These people who walk by night 
need a living faith, a sustaining hope 
and a love which only our Saviour can 
give them. They also need our encour- 
agement, our prayers and a brotherly 
hand reaching out to them in compas- 
sion. Unless we help them they will 
stumble in the dark and vanish because 
nobody cared for their souls. 

What we are saying is not just 
words, but stark reality. The truth is 
more grim than what we dare say. One 
of our workers referring to the situa- 
tion writes: 

“My heart aches tremendously 
and I have the feeling that some day 
it is going to burst and deliver me from 
the agony and the pain for these secret 
underground believers, who are in the 
furnace of fear and of a hate without 
cause.” 

We who live in the light of our 
Lord and in the daytime of freedom, 
we who are much favored, owe a 
sacred debt to our harassed and fear- 
stricken brethren and to their children. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary 
and Relief Society through a conse- 
crated team of workers proclaims 
Christ and shows in every possible way 
personal and practical love. This min- 
istry extends to Israel and India, to 
Western Europe and across the Amer- 
ican continent. It reaches behind the 
Iron Curtain and brings help and life 
to the afflicted Jewish believers. 

The Lord has need of you, Chris- 
tian friend. These people have need of 
you, of your prayers, your help and 
your encouragement. Help us forge a 
living link between our Saviour’s love, 
the compassion in your own heart, and 
their helplessness. 

Sample copy of ISRAEL MY 
GLORY, outstanding missionary pub- 
lication, sent free to all who love the 
Lord and His Cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 











Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretory 
7288 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
cee ee ee eee ee ee oe -eo 
Dear Friends of Israel: 
1 am sending enclosed for your ministry $___ 


NAME 





ADDRESS 





CITY. ZONE STATE 
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DOES THE 
BIBLE BELONG 
IN EDUCATION ? 


One hundred years ago, the 
Bible was the most important 
textbook in American schools. 
Most of the great colleges and 
universities of our nation were 
founded upon Biblical prin- 
ciples. Today, many of these 
same institutions have discard- 
ed the Bible from their curri- 
culum and their classrooms. 
The Word of God has been de- 
eclared unscientific, full of 
error, controversial, old-fash- 
ioned, or just too unimportant 
to merit a place in modern 
education. 


Alis, 
vii” 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 





ODERN man may think himself too progressive for the 
Bible. But in reality the Bible is too progressive for modern 
man. The Bible, the divine revelation of the Creator and Sus- 
tainer of our universe, has the answers for men of our Nuclear 


Age just as it had for men of all previous ages. 


DUCATION purports to lead men and women into fuller 
understanding of truth. How, then, can there be any real edu- 
cation where the Bible, the great Sourcebook of all truth, is 


excluded. 


HE Bible has a vital role to play in the education of our young 

people, if they are to be wise and effective leaders. America 
needs men and women in government, the professions, business, 
industry, the home — young men and women who, in addition 
to other subjects, have been schooled in the greatest textbook 
of all, the Bible. 


HE responsibility of a Bible College is greater than ever 
before. It must assume responsibility for the type of college 
training the secular colleges and universities refuse to give. To 
do this, it must be strengthened by the moral, spiritual and fi- 
nancial support of people like you— people who still believe 


that the Bible has a place in modern education.” 


ILADELPHIA Bible Institute is now Philadelphia College 

of Bible. We are not a liberal arts college offering some Bible 
but a College of Bible also offering liberal arts courses. This 
“Program of Progress” will require a fund of $95,000 to expand 
library facilities, enlarge our faculty, add more dormitory rooms, 
classrooms, building improvements, chapel renovation and music 


department equipment. 


HE success of this venture of faith will depend upon the sup- 
port of Christian friends all over America who stand with us 
in our convictions. Please write us of your prayer interest and 
support and we will send you a special booklet and letter from 


our new President, Dr. Charles C. Ryrie. We believe God has 


sent us Dr. Ryrie to lead us in this great forward movement. 


” ‘ 


PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF BIBLE, 1800 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 
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